
The First Judges [Deliverers]: Othniel, Ehud, and Shamgar 

Judges 3.7-31; June 30, 2019 

 

Israel fails the LORD’s test, 3.1-6— 
 
“Now these are the nations that the Lord left, to test Israel…to teach war to those who had not known it before…to 
know whether Israel would obey the commandments of the LORD…And their daughters they took to themselves for 
wives, and their own daughters they gave to their sons, and they served their gods.” 
 

Othniel 
 

 Israel does what is evil in the sight of the LORD. 

 They forget the LORD their God and serve the Baals and the Asheroth. 

 Angry, the LORD sells Israel into the hand of Cushan-Rishathaim for 8 years. 

 Israel cries out to the LORD; He raises up Othniel, a deliverer who saves them. 

 The Holy Spirit comes upon Othniel, Caleb’s younger brother. 

 Othniel prevails over the pagan king, and the land rests for 40 years. 
 

Listen! 
Jesus alone is the Deliverer and the Savior who gives us eternal rest. 

Never doubt how much the Holy Spirit can accomplish in and through each one in the Body of Christ. 
God uses ordinary means and people for His extraordinary and miraculous deeds. Boast in the Lord! 

 
Ehud 

 

 Israel again does what is evil in the sight of the LORD. 

 The LORD strengthens King Eglon of Moab against Israel, taking Jericho. 

 Israel serves Eglon for 18 years.  

 Israel cries out to the LORD; He raises up a deliverer, Ehud, a left-handed man.  

 Ehud hides a two-edged sword on his right thigh under his clothes. 

 Ehud thrusts the sword into Eglon’s fat belly and escapes. 

 Ehud leads Israel into victory over the Moabites; the land rests for 80 years. 
 

Listen! 
Jesus alone is the Deliverer and the Savior who gives us eternal rest. 

The Lord turns our disabilities into abilities fit for His kingdom’s work. (1 Cor 1.26-29) 
Remember that Jesus was overlooked because of His lack of physical qualities (Is 53.2-3). 

Christ’s calling upon our lives sometimes means we take risks. 
 

Shamgar 
 

 Shamgar kills 600 Philistines with an oxgoad, and he also saves Israel. 
 

Listen! 
Jesus alone is the Deliverer and the Savior who gives us eternal rest. 

One person’s actions can save many, and God often uses the unlikeliest of persons for His deliverance. 
By the one Person, Jesus, all who call upon Him by faith are saved from sin, death, and the devil. 

 

 


