
Forgiveness 
Matthew 18:21-35; September 17, 2017 

 

What does the Lord teach us about forgiveness through His life and the Scriptures? 

Is the decision and act of forgiveness conditional or unconditional? 

What’s at stake? 

 

Today’s parable, Matthew 18:21-35 

 “I do not say to you seven times, but seventy-seven times.” 

 Reversing Lamech’s revenge in Gen 4.24 

 A zillion dollar debt is forgiven but not that of a few hundred dollars.  

 “You wicked servant! I forgave you all that debt because you pleaded with 
me. And should not you have had mercy on your fellow servant, as I had 

mercy on you? And in anger his master delivered him to the jailers, until he 

should pay all his debt. So also my heavenly Father will do to every one of 

you, if you do not forgive your brother from your heart.” 

 What do we learn? 

 

More from the Word on forgiveness 

 Daniel confesses the sins of the nation, Daniel 9 

 David acknowledges the depth of his sin, Psalm 51 

 “for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God,” Romans 3 

 Reconciliation as the first step to restoration, Matthew 5 

 The Lord’s Prayer, Matthew 6 

 Dealing with conflict in the congregation, Matthew 18 

 Repent as the first step into the kingdom of God, Mark 1 

 Forgiving a repentant member of the church, Luke 17 

 A criminal confesses and pleads for mercy, Luke 23 

 Forgiving as Christ forgives, Ephesians 4 

 Confession> repentance>forgiveness, 1 John 1 

 

The offer of forgiveness is unconditional, but forgiveness is conditional— 

Unpacking Forgiveness: Biblical Answers for Complex Questions and Deep 
Wounds, Chris Brauns:  

1.God’s forgiveness: A commitment by the one true God to pardon 

graciously those who repent and believe so that they are reconciled to him, 

although this commitment does not eliminate all the consequences. 

2. Human forgiveness: A commitment by the offended to pardon 

graciously the repentant from moral liability and to be reconciled to that 

person, although not all consequences are necessarily eliminated.  

 

It’s the difference between biblical and therapeutic forgiveness. Therapeutic 

forgiveness is more a feeling, “an emotion rather than a transaction or commitment 

between two parties.” It leads to problems: (1) distorts true forgiveness; (2) redefines 

God’s forgiveness; (3) suggests God may need to be forgiven; (4) results in “cheap 
grace” and reluctance to name evil; (5) discourages healing in community; (6) may 

lead to avoidance of our own sin; and, (7) does not prepare us for persecution. 

 

Biblical forgiveness is the heart of Christ, the cross, the gospel, sacramental worship, 

and the Christian ethic. When a person repents, Christ forgives. Let us do likewise. 


