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Why did the LORD lead Joshua and Israel out of the wilderness into the Land? 

Why did the Lord suffer the Cross for the forgiveness of our sins? 
 

“so that all the peoples of the earth may know that the hand of the LORD is mighty, that you may fear the LORD your God 
forever” 

 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
 

How does the LORD form us to be His holy “testifying and fearing” people? 
By the four chief means He always uses to transform and form His people— 

 
Orthodox 

Israel: the ark, 12 stones, teaching our children what God has done 
St. John: 12 stones—tribes and apostles, Old and New Testaments 
Personally: daily time in the Word; passing on the faith 
 

Sacramental 
 Israel: circumcision and the Passover 
 St. John: baptism and the Eucharist 

Personally: remembering one’s baptism; taking the Lord’s body and blood; broadening our 
hospitality around meals 

 
Liturgical 
 Israel: “telling the same story as God’s holy people” 

St. John: “the words and rituals of worship that shape us and bind us to God and each other as the 
Body of Christ” 
Personally: embracing regular spiritual disciplines, especially in prayer 

 
Missional 
 Israel: passing over the water in order to go forth into the Land 
 St. John: going into the Roanoke Valley and beyond in love and truth 

Personally: putting our faith to work, in church and culture, while keeping our eyes forward on the 
“Land of the living” 

 
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

 
Why the miracle of the crossing of the Jordan into the Promised Land? Why “Jesus Christ and Him 
crucified”? “so that all the peoples of the earth may know that the hand of the LORD is mighty, that you may fear 

the LORD your God forever” 
 

By Word and Sacrament, liturgy and mission, we testify to the power, truth, and love of the LORD, and we 
worship Him in fear and holiness now and forever. 

 


