
Greeks, Jesus, and Us 
Lent 5; March 18, 2018; John 12.20-33 

 
Why would we invite someone to see Jesus? Why would someone ask us about Jesus? 

 
Now among those who went up to worship at the feast were some Greeks. 

 
Greeks…Muslims…Hindus…Buddhists…Jews…Agnostics…Spiritual/not religious… 
Our Chapel ministry 
Making Sense of God: An Invitation to the Skeptical, Tim Keller  
Praying this Lent, Holy Week, and Easter for “some Greeks” to show up. 
 
So these came to Philip, who was from Bethsaida in Galilee, and asked him, “Sir, 
we wish to see Jesus.”  
 
The Apostle Philip, a Greek himself; friends seeking Jesus through their friends 
Philip was joyful in witnessing (Jn 1.45), practical in ministry (Jn 6:7), bold in faith (Jn 
14.8), fearless in prayer (Acts 1:13), and sacrificial in death.  
What about Philip inspired people to approach him? What would about us?  
 
Seeing to believe and believing to see Jesus…in Scripture, Sacrament, our love  
 
Philip went and told Andrew; Andrew and Philip went and told Jesus.  
 
Philip and Andrew together take the request to Jesus…where 2 or 3 are gathered. 
Andrew, the first evangelist to both Jews and Greeks—humble, quiet, sincere 
 
And Jesus answered them, “The hour has come for the Son of Man to be 
glorified. Truly, truly, I say to you, unless a grain of wheat falls into the earth and 
dies, it remains alone; but if it dies, it bears much fruit. Whoever loves his life 
loses it, and whoever hates his life in this world will keep it for eternal life.  If 
anyone serves me, he must follow me; and where I am, there will my servant be 
also. If anyone serves me, the Father will honor him.” 
 
Jesus’ glory on the cross in His death for sinners like us 
The heart of the  gospel: the free forgiveness of sins in Jesus alone for me 
Fall, die, lose, hate, serve, follow, these are the verbs of discipleship. 
“Darkest Hour,” having the courage to die before gaining the courage to live 
 
Sacrifice, the heart of worship from the beginning 
Inviting our friends “to come and die” through worshiping Christ-crucified 
 
“Now is my soul troubled. And what shall I say? ‘Father, save me from this 
hour’? But for this purpose I have come to this hour. Father, glorify your 
name.” Then a voice came from heaven: “I have glorified it, and I will glorify it 
again.” The crowd that stood there and heard it said that it had thundered. 
Others said, “An angel has spoken to him.” Jesus answered, “This voice has 
come for your sake, not mine. Now is the judgment of this world; now will the 
ruler of this world be cast out. And I, when I am lifted up from the earth, will 
draw all people to myself.” He said this to show by what kind of death he was 
going to die.  

Reminiscent of Jesus in the Garden of Gethsemane; Psalm 6.3 
Casting out—exorcising—Satan, “the ruler of this world” 
Spiritual warfare intensifying 
 
All will be given the opportunity to trust in the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ 
alone by faith alone through grace alone for salvation, but sadly, not all will do so.   
 
“Complete weakness and dependence will always be the occasion for the Spirit of God 
to manifest His power.” (Oswald Chambers, My Utmost for His Highest) 
 
What will we take from this message to share with at least one other person this week?  
 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

 
THE ROMAN ROAD, A Template for Sharing the Gospel 

 
The Roman Road 

 
No one is good. 
 
Romans 3:10 – “As it is written: ‘None is righteous, no, not one.’" 
Romans 3:23 – “For all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God.” 
 
Everyone deserves death. 
 
Romans 5:12 – “Therefore, just as sin came into the world through one man, and death through sin, 
and so death spread to all men because all sinned.” 
 
Jesus paid the price. 
 
Romans 5:8 – “God shows his love for us in that while we were still sinners, Christ died for us.” 
 
Jesus alone offers us the free forgiveness of sins and the gift of eternal life with 
Him. 
 
Romans 6:23 – “For the wages of sin is death, but the free gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus 
our Lord.” 
Romans 10:9-11 – “If you confess with your mouth that Jesus is Lord and believe in your heart that 
God raised him from the dead, you will be saved. For with the heart one believes and is justified, and 
with the mouth one confesses and is saved.” 
 
It is available to everyone. 
 
Romans 10:13 - “Everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved.” 
 
 
 
 

 

 

https://biblia.com/bible/esv/John%206.7
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Acts%201.13

