
The Day of the LORD: Woe or Weal? 

The Book of Zephaniah; November 19, 2017 

 

Who was Zephaniah? An African (Ethiopian) prophet from a royal line…prophesied 

mainly from 639-629 BC during the reign of Josiah—revival but sadly no reform… 

he lacks appreciation but is an essential compendium of all the prophets: 

The Day of the LORD is coming! Seek Him now by faith in righteousness, humility, 

and obedience that you may be sheltered in Him on that Day,  

a Day of woe for many and of weal for a remnant. 

 

1:2-2:3 

Hear the Law! The Day of the LORD is coming, a warning of judgment and a call to 

repentance. God’s wrath on that Day will be great. Why? Religion, social customs, 

injustice, complacency  

 

Seek the Lord in righteousness and humility, for Jesus will be our Shelter from His 

Father’s wrath on that Day. Live an obedient life in Him, practicing true humility, 

righteousness, and worship. Embody a life pleasing to God and a blessing to others. 

 

2:4-3:8 

Hear the Law! The LORD’s judgments are coming against all nations—to the west 

(Philistia) and east (Moab and Ammon) and south (Ethiopia) and north (Assyria) and 

then to Jerusalem. His wrath burns hot against His covenant people who know better. 

 

God rules the whole world, and all nations are answerable to Him—universal 

accountability and universal judgment. 

 

3:9-20 

Hear the Gospel! Judgment is not God’s final word: from warning to repentance to 

salvation. The Day of the LORD is both Law and Gospel, judgment and salvation, 

woe and weal.  

A remnant will enter the land. Are we included? Three ways to test: 

v 9 – Do we call upon the name of the LORD and serve Him with other Christians? 

vv. 11-12a – Has God conquered our pride, leaving us humble before Him? 

v 12b-13 – Do we seek to obey the LORD, the One we love and serve? 

 

The Day brings salvation for His remnant, and the LORD will sing over them (3:17).  

For God’s children, that Day is marked by peace, joy, and security. Trust in Him.  

 

For at that time I will change the speech of the peoples to a pure speech, that all 

 of them may call upon the name of the LORD and serve him with one accord…On 

that day you shall not be put to shame because of the deeds by which you have 

rebelled against me…But I will leave in your midst a people humble and lowly… 

They shall seek refuge in the name of the LORD…Sing aloud, O daughter of Zion; 

shout, O Israel!...The LORD has taken away the judgments against you…The 

LORD your God is in your midst, a mighty one who will save; he will rejoice over 

you with gladness; he will quiet you by his love; he will exult over you with loud 

singing. At that time I will bring you in, at the time when I gather you together… 
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