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WELCOME TO ST. JOHN! 

We are so glad you are here today, and we pray that you will experience God’s love and presence 
among this community of faith! We welcome and encourage all children to participate fully with us in 
worship and want to let you know that nursery care is available just down the hall, if your child(ren) 
need(s) a space for more active play. 

Please consult your trifold insert for more information about the service and upcoming ministry 
opportunities, in addition to restroom locations and instructions for taking Holy Communion.  

We hope that you will feel at home here and know that this is a place you belong. We invite you to 
introduce yourself to those around you and to our pastor. Following the service, please stop by our 
Connection Center just down the hall for a free gift and more information about our church! 

Please be advised that today’s services are being broadcast live via Facebook. Your likeness may be 
recorded during the video stream of this service. Your presence constitutes permission for St. John to 
use any images of your likeness for any purpose. 

   

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS AND PERMISSIONS 

Liturgical texts and service music reprinted from the Lutheran Book of Worship, ©1978 Augsburg Fortress. Reproduced under Augsburg Fortress 

Liturgies Annual License SB145355. Additional liturgical resources used therein have been adapted and reprinted, in whole, or in part, from the 

ACNA Book of Common Prayer, ©2019, the Anglican Church in North America, Text: Public Domain, in addition to resources from the Sola Online 

Worship eResource website and Lutheran Service Book, ©2006, Concordia Publishing House. 
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Video streaming permission provided by CCLI Streaming License CSPL103661 and Church Video License (Total Producer CVL).  

Unless otherwise indicated, all Scripture quotations are from The ESV® Bible (The Holy Bible, English Standard Version®), ©2001 by Crossway, a 

publishing ministry of Good News Publishers.  Used by permission.  All rights reserved. 
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THE LITURGY FOR THE PUBLIC WORSHIP OF ALMIGHTY GOD 
Please prepare your heart for worship and silence all electronic devices  
and refrain from taking video or flash photography during the service. 

GATHERING 
The people’s responses are printed in bold. 

THE PRELUDE  Joshua Starnes, piano 

 Lord, Here Am I  John Ness Beck (1930-1987) 

Fanny Crosby, who was blind from infancy, was the author of more than 8,000 poems, some of 
which became texts of favorite Christian hymns. This anthem employs one of her texts which, 

to the composer’s knowledge, has not been set previously music. 

Master, Thou callest, I gladly obey; Only direct me, and I’ll find Thy way. 
Teach me the mission appointed for me, what is my labor, and where it shall be. 
Master, Thou callest, and this I reply, “Ready and willing, Lord, here am I.” 

Willing, my Savior, to take up the cross; Willing to suffer reproaches and loss; 
Willing to follow, if Thou will but lead; Only support me with grace in my need. 
Master, Thou callest, and this I reply, “Ready and willing, Lord, here am I.” 

Living or dying, I still would be Thine, Yet I am mortal while Thou art divine. 
Pardon, whenever I turn from the right; Pity, and bring me again to the light. 
Master, Thou callest, and this I reply, “Ready and willing, Lord, here am I!” 

Words: Fanny J. Crosby (1820-1915); © 1984 Beckenhorst Press, Inc. 

 

The assembly stands at the ringing of the bell. 

THE CHIMING OF THE HOUR  Westminster Quarters 

THE APOSTOLIC GREETING AND CALL TO CONFESSION 
The sign of the cross ☩ may be made by all in remembrance of their baptism. 

The grace of our ☩ Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. (2 Corinthians 13.14) 

 And also with you. (Ruth 2.4; 2 Thessalonians 3.16) 
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Almighty God, 
 To You all hearts are open, all desires known, and from You no secrets are 

hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of Your Holy Spirit, 
that we may perfectly love You, and worthily magnify Your Holy Name; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 
 But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins 

and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. (1 John 1.8-9) 

Kneeling as we are able, let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 

The assembly kneels and silence is kept for private reflection and personal confession. 

THE CORPORATE LITANY OF REPENTANCE AND CONFESSION OF SIN 

Most merciful God our Father, 
 We confess that we have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by 

what we have done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved You 
with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We are 
truly sorry and humbly repent. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have 
mercy on us and forgive us; that we may delight in Your will and walk in 
Your ways, to the glory of Your Holy Name. Amen. 

THE DECLARATION OF GOD’S FORGIVENESS AND ASSURANCE OF PARDON 

Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for us and for His sake 
forgives the sins of all who repent. As a called and ordained minister of the 
Church of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore declare to you Christ’s entire 

forgiveness of all your sins in the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of 
the Holy Spirit. (John 20.19-23) 

 Amen. Thanks be to God! 

The assembly stands, turning to face and follow the cross as it enters in procession. 
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THE PROCESSIONAL HYMN  God of Grace and God of Glory 

Stanza 1: All, Unison 
Stanza 2: All, SATB parts 
Stanza 3: All, SATB parts (a cappella) 
Stanza 4: All, Unison 

 

continued overleaf 
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THE CANTICLE OF PRAISE  Gloria in excelsis Deo 
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THE PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Let us pray: 
O Lord God, grant Your people grace to withstand the temptations of the 
world, the flesh, and the devil, and with pure hearts and minds to follow You, 
the only God; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with You 
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 

The assembly is seated. 

THE WORDS OF WELCOME AND OPPORTUNITIES FOR DISCIPLESHIP 
Please consult your trifold bulletin for more information about upcoming ministry opportunities. 

THE CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 
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WORD 

THE FIRST LESSON  Deuteronomy 30.15-20 

15 “See, I have set before you today life and good, death and evil. 16 If you obey the 
commandments of the LORD your God that I command you today, by loving 
the LORD your God, by walking in his ways, and by keeping his commandments 
and his statutes and his rules, then you shall live and multiply, and the LORD your 
God will bless you in the land that you are entering to take possession of it. 17 But 
if your heart turns away, and you will not hear, but are drawn away to worship 
other gods and serve them, 18 I declare to you today, that you shall surely perish. 
You shall not live long in the land that you are going over the Jordan to enter and 
possess. 19 I call heaven and earth to witness against you today, that I have set 
before you life and death, blessing and curse. Therefore choose life, that you and 
your offspring may live, 20 loving the LORD your God, obeying his voice and 
holding fast to him, for he is your life and length of days, that you may dwell in the 
land that the LORD swore to your fathers, to Abraham, to Isaac, and to Jacob, to 
give them.” 

This is the Word of the Lord.  
Thanks be to God. 

THE GRADUAL Beatus vir qui non abiit Psalm 1 

 

 Choir 1 Happy are they who have not walked in the counsel of the wicked, 
nor lingered in the way of sinners, 
nor sat in the seats of the scornful! 

  2 Their delight is in the law of the LORD, 
and they meditate on God’s teaching day and night. 

 All [REPEAT REFRAIN] 

 Choir 3 They are like trees planted by streams of water, 
     bearing fruit in due season, with leaves that do not wither; 

everything they do shall prosper. 
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4 It is not so with the wicked; 
they are like chaff which the wind blows away. 

 All [REPEAT REFRAIN] 

 Choir 5 Therefore the wicked shall not stand upright when judgment comes, 
nor the sinner in the council of the righteous. 

  6 For the LORD knows the way of the righteous, 
but the way of the wicked shall be destroyed. 

 All [REPEAT REFRAIN] 

Music: Robert Buckley Farlee 
from Psalter for Worship: Year C; © 2006 Augsburg Fortress 

The assembly stands. 

THE GLORIA PATRI 

 

Words: II Century Latin, alt.; Anonymous 
Music: GREATOREX, 1851; Henry W. Greatorex (1816–1858) 

The assembly is seated. 

THE SECOND LESSON  Philemon 4-21 

4 I thank my God always when I remember you in my prayers, 5 because I hear of 
your love and of the faith that you have toward the Lord Jesus and for all the 
saints, 6 and I pray that the sharing of your faith may become effective for the 
full knowledge of every good thing that is in us for the sake of Christ. 7 For I have 
derived much joy and comfort from your love, my brother, because the hearts of 
the saints have been refreshed through you. 

8 Accordingly, though I am bold enough in Christ to command you to do what is 
required, 9 yet for love's sake I prefer to appeal to you—I, Paul, an old man and 
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now a prisoner also for Christ Jesus— 10 I appeal to you for my child, Onesimus, 
whose father I became in my imprisonment. 11 (Formerly he was useless to you, 
but now he is indeed useful to you and to me.) 12 I am sending him back to you, 
sending my very heart. 13 I would have been glad to keep him with me, in order 
that he might serve me on your behalf during my imprisonment for the 
gospel,14 but I preferred to do nothing without your consent in order that your 
goodness might not be by compulsion but of your own accord. 15 For this perhaps 
is why he was parted from you for a while, that you might have him back 
forever, 16 no longer as a bondservant but more than a bondservant, as a beloved 
brother—especially to me, but how much more to you, both in the flesh and in the 
Lord. 

17 So if you consider me your partner, receive him as you would receive me. 18 If he 
has wronged you at all, or owes you anything, charge that to my account. 19 I, Paul, 
write this with my own hand: I will repay it—to say nothing of your owing me 
even your own self. 20 Yes, brother, I want some benefit from you in the 
Lord. Refresh my heart in Christ. 

21 Confident of your obedience, I write to you, knowing that you will do even more 
than I say. 

This is the Word of the Lord.  
Thanks be to God. 

The assembly stands. 

THE GOSPEL ACCLAMATION  John 6.68 

 
The Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ, according to St. Luke.  

Glory to You, O Lord. 

  



________________________ 

THE LORD’S DAY, 08 SEPTEMBER, ANNO DOMINI 2019       ☩       11 

THE GOSPEL LESSON  Luke 14.25-33 

25 Now great crowds accompanied him, and he turned and said to them, 26 “If 
anyone comes to me and does not hate his own father and mother and wife and 
children and brothers and sisters, yes, and even his own life, he cannot be my 
disciple. 27 Whoever does not bear his own cross and come after me cannot be my 
disciple. 28 For which of you, desiring to build a tower, does not first sit down and 
count the cost, whether he has enough to complete it? 29 Otherwise, when he has 
laid a foundation and is not able to finish, all who see it begin to mock 
him,30 saying, ‘This man began to build and was not able to finish.’ 31 Or what king, 
going out to encounter another king in war, will not sit down first and deliberate 
whether he is able with ten thousand to meet him who comes against him with 
twenty thousand? 32 And if not, while the other is yet a great way off, he sends a 
delegation and asks for terms of peace. 33 So therefore, any one of you who does 
not renounce all that he has cannot be my disciple. 

This is the Gospel of our Lord.  
Praise to You, Lord Christ. 

The assembly is seated. 

THE SERMON The Revd Myles Hixson, Associate Pastor 

Silence for reflection follows the sermon. 
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THE HYMN OF THE DAY  Take Up Your Cross 

The assembly stands after the introduction to the hymn. 
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THE AFFIRMATION OF OUR FAITH  The Apostles’ Creed 

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, (Isaiah 44.6) 
Creator of heaven and earth. (Genesis 1.1) 

I believe in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, (Luke 2.11; John 3.16; John 20.28) 
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit, (Luke 1.35) 
and born of the virgin Mary. (Luke 1.27) 
He suffered under Pontius Pilate, (Luke 23.24) 
was crucified, died, and was buried; (John 19.20; 1 Corinthians 15.3-4) 
He descended into hell. (1 Peter 3.18-20, 4.4-6; Luke 23.43; also “he descended to the dead”) 
On the third day He rose again; (1 Corinthians 15.4) 
He ascended into heaven, (Mark 16.19) 
and is seated at the right hand of the Father. (Mark 16.19) 
He will come again to judge the living and the dead. (2 Timothy 4.1) 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, (John 15.26) 
the holy catholic Church, (Galatians 3.28; catholic means “universal”) 
the communion of saints, (Hebrews 10.25) 
the forgiveness of sins, (Luke 7.48) 
the resurrection ☩ of the body, (1 Thessalonians 4.16; Romans 8.23; 1 Corinthians 15.52-54) 
and the life everlasting. Amen. (John 10.28) 

The assembly kneels. 

THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 

We respond after each petition: 

…Lord, in Your mercy,  
hear our prayer. 

At the conclusion of the prayers, the assembly stands. 

THE EXCHANGE AND FELLOWSHIP OF THE PAX DOMINI 
The people greet one another with a sign of Christ’s peace, saying, “Peace be with you,” as a sign of 
reconciliation, of the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace, and in preparation for worth reception of Holy 
Communion (Matthew 5.22-24; Ephesians 4.1-3). 

The peace of the Lord be always with you.  
And also with you. 

The assembly is seated. 
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THE OFFERTORY ANTHEM  The Chancel Choir 

 Let Us Ever Walk With Jesus Dan Forrest 

Let us ever walk with Jesus, follow His example pure, 
Through a world that would deceive us, where to sin our hearts are lured. 
Ever in His footsteps treading, living here, yet home above, 
full of faith, and hope, and love, Let us do our Father’s biding,  
Faithful Lord, abide with me; Savior, lead, I follow Thee. 

Let us also die with Jesus, by His cross He conquered death, 
Freed us from our souls’ destruction, quickened us with life’s new breath. 
Let us mortify, while living, self and pride, and die to sin, 
And the grave that shuts us in shall but prove the gate to heaven. 
Jesus, here I die to Thee, there to dwell eternally. 

Let us gladly live with Jesus, He is risen from the dead. 
Death is swallowed up in victory, Jesus, Thou art now our Head. 
Living members of Thy Body, where Thou livest we shall be, 
Thou wilt keep us constantly, Even so, dear Lord, come quickly, 
Jesus, here I live to Thee, There to dwell eternally. 
Let us ever walk with Jesus. 

Words: Paraphrase of German text by Sigismund von Birken (1653), based on John 11.16; 
Music: LASSET UNS MIT JESU ZIEHEN, George G. Boltze (18th century) 

© 2012 Hinshaw Music, Inc. 

The assembly stands and sings a cappella. 

THE DOXOLOGY AT THE PRESENTATION OF THE GIFTS 

 
Words: Thomas Ken, 1674 

Music: OLD HUNDREDTH; Louis Bourgeois, 1551 
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THE OFFERTORY PRAYER OF DEDICATION 

Yours, O LORD, is the greatness, and the power, and the glory, and the victory, 
and the majesty: for everything in heaven and on earth is Yours; Yours is the 
Kingdom, O LORD, and You are exalted as Head above all. All things come 
from You, O LORD,  
And of Your own have we given You. (1 Chronicles 29.11, 14) 

MEAL 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING AND PROPER PREFACE 

 

It is right, our duty and our joy, always and everywhere to give thanks to You, 
Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth. 

Through Jesus Christ our Lord, who on the first day of the week overcame death 
and the grave, and by His glorious resurrection opened to us the way of 
everlasting life. 

Therefore, with angels and archangels and with all the company of heaven, we 
laud and magnify Your glorious Name, evermore praising You and singing: 
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THE SANCTUS AND BENEDICTUS  Isaiah 6.3; Matthew 21.9 

 

THE EUCHARISTIC PRAYER OF CONSECRATION 

Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth. In mercy for our fallen world You 
gave Your only Son, that all those who believe in Him should not perish, but 
have eternal life. We give thanks to You for the salvation You have prepared 
for us through Jesus Christ. 

On the night when He was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and when He 
had given thanks, He broke it, and gave it to His disciples, saying: “Take, eat. 
This is My body, which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of Me.” 

Again, after supper, He took the cup, and when He had given thanks He gave it 
to them, saying, “Drink of it, all of you, for this is My blood of the New 
Covenant, which is poured out for you and for many for the forgiveness of 
sins. Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” (1 Corinthians 11.24-25) 

For as often as we eat this bread and drink this cup, we proclaim the Lord’s 
death until He comes again: 
Christ has died. 
Christ is risen. 
Christ will come again! (1 Corinthians 15.26) 
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Therefore, gracious Father, with this bread and cup we remember the life our 
Lord offered for us. And, believing the witness of His resurrection, we await 
His coming in power to share with us the great and promised feast. 
Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. 

Send now, we pray, Your Holy Spirit, the spirit of our Lord and of His 
resurrection, that we who receive the Lord’s body and blood may live to the 
praise of Your glory and receive our inheritance with all Your saints in light. 
Amen. Come, Holy Spirit. 

Join our prayers with those of Your servants of every time and every place, and 
unite them with the ceaseless petitions of our great High Priest until He comes 
again as victorious Lord of all. 
Through Him, with Him, and in Him, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
all honor and glory is Yours, Almighty Father, 
now and forever. Amen. 

Lord Jesus, we ask that You would remember us in Your kingdom 
and teach us to pray: 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be Thy Name, 
Thy kingdom come, 
Thy will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, 

☩ but deliver us from the evil one: 
For Thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 

forever and ever. Amen. (from Matthew 6.9-13, AKJV, alt.) 

THE FRACTION ANTHEM AND INVITATION TO THE LORD’S TABLE 

Christ our Passover Lamb has been sacrificed, once for all upon the cross; 
Therefore, let us keep the feast. (1 Corinthians 5.7-8) 

Behold the Lamb of God, behold Him who takes away the sins of the world. 
Blessed are those invited to the marriage supper of the Lamb. (John 1.29; Revelation 19.9) 
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THE AGNUS DEI 

 

The assembly is seated. 
You are invited to come to the table at the direction of the ushers. 
Please wait to exit until after the recessional hymn and dismissal. 

THE MUSIC DURING THE DISTRIBUTION OF THE LORD’S SUPPER 

I Surrender All 
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O Jesus, I Have Promised 

 
continued overleaf 
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Where Charity and Love Prevail 

 

The assembly stands. 

THE POST-COMMUNION PRAYER 

We give You thanks, Almighty God, 
that You have refreshed us through the healing power of this gift of life; 
and we pray that in Your mercy You would strengthen us, through this gift, 
in faith toward You and in fervent love toward one another; for the sake of 
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
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SENDING 

The assembly bows their head and extends their hands to receive the blessing. 

THE BENEDICTION 

Now may our Lord Jesus Christ Himself, and God our Father, who loved us and 
gave us eternal comfort and good hope through grace, comfort your hearts 
and establish them in every good work and word. And the blessing of 
Almighty God: the Father, the ☩ Son, and the Holy Spirit, be among you, and 
remain with you always. (2 Thessalonians 2.16-17) 
Amen. 

The assembly turns to face and follow the cross as it exits in procession. 

THE RECESSIONAL HYMN  Lift High the Cross 
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THE COMMISSION AND DISMISSAL 

Let us go forth to worship and serve God in love and obedience. 
Thanks be to God. 

THE POSTLUDE  Joshua Starnes, organ 

 Postlude on Crucifer  Paul D. Weber 

THE DEPARTURE INTO THE MISSION FIELD 
Following the service, please join us in Café St. John for light refreshments and fellowship. 

 
Today’s flowers are lovingly given to the Glory of God with thanksgiving 

by Frank Hudson, in memory of his wife, Trudy. 

Next Sunday’s Scripture Lessons (15 September): 
Exodus 32.1,7-14 

Psalm 51.1-17 
1 Timothy 1.12-17 

Luke 15.1-10 
 


