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WELCOME TO ST. JOHN! 

We are so glad you are here today, and we pray that you will experience God’s love and presence 
among this community of faith! We welcome and encourage all children to participate fully with us in 
worship and want to let you know that nursery care is available just down the hall, if your child(ren) 
need(s) a space for more active play. 

Please consult your trifold insert for more information about the service and upcoming ministry 
opportunities, in addition to restroom locations and instructions for taking Holy Communion.  

We hope that you will feel at home here and know that this is a place you belong. We invite you to 
introduce yourself to those around you and to our pastor. Following the service, please stop by our 
Connection Center just down the hall for a free gift and more information about our church! 

Please be advised that today’s services are being broadcast live via Facebook. Your likeness may be 
recorded during the video stream of this service. Your presence constitutes permission for St. John to 
use any images of your likeness for any purpose. 

   

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS AND PERMISSIONS 

Liturgical texts and service music reprinted from the Lutheran Book of Worship, ©1978 Augsburg Fortress. Reproduced under Augsburg Fortress 

Liturgies Annual License SB145355. Additional liturgical resources used therein have been adapted and reprinted, in whole, or in part, from the 

ACNA Book of Common Prayer, ©2019, the Anglican Church in North America, Text: Public Domain, in addition to resources from the Sola Online 

Worship eResource website and Lutheran Service Book, ©2006, Concordia Publishing House. 

All lyrics and music are reproduced with permission for use solely with the Church Copyright License/SongSelect and OneLicense Terms of Use. 

CCLI License No. 1318788 and OneLicense Annual License with Podcast/Streaming: A-701632. All rights reserved.  

Video streaming permission provided by CCLI Streaming License CSPL103661 and Church Video License (Total Producer CVL).  

Unless otherwise indicated, all Scripture quotations are from The ESV® Bible (The Holy Bible, English Standard Version®), ©2001 by Crossway, a 

publishing ministry of Good News Publishers.  Used by permission.  All rights reserved. 
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THE LITURGY FOR THE PUBLIC WORSHIP OF ALMIGHTY GOD 
Please silence all electronic devices and refrain from taking video  

or flash photography during the service. 

GATHERING 
The people’s responses are printed in bold. 

THE PRELUDE   Sue Seeman, organ 

 Mitten wit im Leben sind  arr. H. Walcha 

The assembly stands at the ringing of the bell. 

THE CHIMING OF THE HOUR  Westminster Quarters 

THE APOSTOLIC GREETING AND CALL TO CONFESSION 
The sign of the cross ☩ may be made by all in remembrance of their baptism. 

The grace of our ☩ Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. (2 Corinthians 13.14) 

 And also with you. (Ruth 2.4; 2 Thessalonians 3.16) 

Almighty God, 
 To You all hearts are open, all desires known, and from You no secrets are 

hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of Your Holy Spirit, 
that we may perfectly love You, and worthily magnify Your Holy Name; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 
 But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins 

and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. (1 John 1.8-9) 

Kneeling as we are able, let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 

The assembly kneels and silence is kept for private reflection and personal confession. 
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THE CORPORATE LITANY OF REPENTANCE AND CONFESSION OF SIN 

Most merciful God our Father, 
 We confess that we have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by 

what we have done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved You 
with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We are 
truly sorry and humbly repent. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have 
mercy on us and forgive us; that we may delight in Your will and walk in 
Your ways, to the glory of Your Holy Name. Amen. 

THE DECLARATION OF GOD’S FORGIVENESS AND ASSURANCE OF PARDON 

Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for us and for His sake 
forgives the sins of all who repent. As a called and ordained minister of the 
Church of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore declare to you Christ’s entire 

forgiveness of all your sins in the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of 
the Holy Spirit. (John 20.19-23) 

 Amen. Thanks be to God! 

The assembly stands, turning to face and follow the cross as it enters in procession. 

THE PROCESSIONAL HYMN  Sing Praise to God Who Reigns Above 
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THE CANTICLE OF PRAISE  Gloria in excelsis Deo 

 
continued overleaf 
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THE PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Let us pray: 
O Lord God, grant Your people grace to withstand the temptations of the 
world, the flesh, and the devil, and with pure hearts and minds to follow You, 
the only God; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with You 
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 

The assembly is seated. 

THE WORDS OF WELCOME AND OPPORTUNITIES FOR DISCIPLESHIP 
Please consult your trifold bulletin for more information about upcoming ministry opportunities. 

THE CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 
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WORD 

THE FIRST LESSON  Judges 19-21, selected verses 

19 In those days, when there was no king in Israel, a certain Levite was sojourning 
in the remote parts of the hill country of Ephraim, who took to himself a concubine 
from Bethlehem in Judah.. 

10 But the man would not spend the night. He rose up and departed and arrived 
opposite Jebus (that is, Jerusalem). He had with him a couple of saddled donkeys, 
and his concubine was with him. 11 When they were near Jebus, the day was nearly 
over, and the servant said to his master, “Come now, let us turn aside to this city 
of the Jebusites and spend the night in it.” 12 And his master said to him, “We will 
not turn aside into the city of foreigners, who do not belong to the people of Israel, 
but we will pass on to Gibeah.”… 

14 So they passed on and went their way. And the sun went down on them near 
Gibeah, which belongs to Benjamin, 15 and they turned aside there, to go in and 
spend the night at Gibeah. And he went in and sat down in the open square of the 
city, for no one took them into his house to spend the night. 

16 And behold, an old man was coming from his work in the field at evening. The 
man was from the hill country of Ephraim, and he was sojourning in Gibeah… 

 17 And he lifted up his eyes and saw the traveler in the open square of the city. 
And the old man said, “Where are you going? And where do you come 
from?” 18 And he said to him, “We are passing from Bethlehem in Judah to the 
remote parts of the hill country of Ephraim, from which I come. I went to 
Bethlehem in Judah, and I am going to the house of the LORD, but no one has taken 
me into his house. 19 We have straw and feed for our donkeys, with bread and wine 
for me and your female servant and the young man with your servants. There is 
no lack of anything.” 20 And the old man said, “Peace be to you; I will care for all 
your wants. Only, do not spend the night in the square.” 21 So he brought him into 
his house and gave the donkeys feed. And they washed their feet, and ate and 
drank. 

22 As they were making their hearts merry, behold, the men of the city, worthless 
fellows, surrounded the house, beating on the door. And they said to the old man, 
the master of the house, “Bring out the man who came into your house, that we 
may know him.” 23 And the man, the master of the house, went out to them and 
said to them, “No, my brothers, do not act so wickedly; since this man has come 
into my house, do not do this vile thing. 24 Behold, here are my virgin daughter 
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and his concubine. Let me bring them out now. Violate them and do with them 
what seems good to you, but against this man do not do this outrageous 
thing.”25 But the men would not listen to him. So the man seized his concubine and 
made her go out to them. And they knew her and abused her all night until the 
morning. And as the dawn began to break, they let her go. 26 And as morning 
appeared, the woman came and fell down at the door of the man's house where 
her master was, until it was light. 

27 And her master rose up in the morning, and when he opened the doors of the 
house and went out to go on his way, behold, there was his concubine lying at the 
door of the house, with her hands on the threshold. 28 He said to her, “Get up, let 
us be going.” But there was no answer. Then he put her on the donkey, and the 
man rose up and went away to his home. 29 And when he entered his house, he 
took a knife, and taking hold of his concubine he divided her, limb by limb, into 
twelve pieces, and sent her throughout all the territory of Israel. 30 And all who 
saw it said, “Such a thing has never happened or been seen from the day that the 
people of Israel came up out of the land of Egypt until this day; consider it, take 
counsel, and speak.” 

20 Then all the people of Israel came out, from Dan to Beersheba, including the 
land of Gilead, and the congregation assembled as one man to 
the LORD at Mizpah.2 And the chiefs of all the people, of all the tribes of Israel, 
presented themselves in the assembly of the people of God, 400,000 men on 
foot that drew the sword.3 (Now the people of Benjamin heard that the people of 
Israel had gone up to Mizpah.) And the people of Israel said, “Tell us, how did this 
evil happen?”… 

8 And all the people arose as one man, saying, “None of us will go to his tent, and 
none of us will return to his house. 9 But now this is what we will do to Gibeah: we 
will go up against it by lot, 10 and we will take ten men of a hundred throughout 
all the tribes of Israel, and a hundred of a thousand, and a thousand of ten 
thousand, to bring provisions for the people, that when they come they may repay 
Gibeah of Benjamin for all the outrage that they have committed in Israel.”11 So all 
the men of Israel gathered against the city, united as one man. 

12 And the tribes of Israel sent men through all the tribe of Benjamin, saying, “What 
evil is this that has taken place among you? 13 Now therefore give up the men, the 
worthless fellows in Gibeah, that we may put them to death and purge evil from 
Israel.” But the Benjaminites would not listen to the voice of their brothers, the 
people of Israel. 14 Then the people of Benjamin came together out of the cities to 
Gibeah to go out to battle against the people of Israel… 
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18 The people of Israel arose and went up to Bethel and inquired of God, “Who 
shall go up first for us to fight against the people of Benjamin?” And 
the LORD said, “Judah shall go up first.” 

21 The people of Benjamin came out of Gibeah and destroyed on that day 22,000 
men of the Israelites. 22 But the people, the men of Israel, took courage, and again 
formed the battle line in the same place where they had formed it on the first 
day. 23 And the people of Israel went up and wept before the LORD until the 
evening. And they inquired of the LORD, “Shall we again draw near to fight against 
our brothers, the people of Benjamin?” And the LORD said, “Go up against them.” 

24 So the people of Israel came near against the people of Benjamin the second 
day. 25 And Benjamin went against them out of Gibeah the second day, and 
destroyed 18,000 men of the people of Israel. All these were men who drew the 
sword… 

35 And the LORD defeated Benjamin before Israel, and the people of Israel 
destroyed 25,100 men of Benjamin that day. All these were men who drew the 
sword… 

16 Then the elders of the congregation said, “What shall we do for wives for those 
who are left, since the women are destroyed out of Benjamin?” 17 And they said, 
“There must be an inheritance for the survivors of Benjamin, that a tribe not be 
blotted out from Israel… 

19 So they said, “Behold, there is the yearly feast of the LORD at Shiloh, which is 
north of Bethel, on the east of the highway that goes up from Bethel to Shechem, 
and south of Lebonah.” 20 And they commanded the people of Benjamin, saying, 
“Go and lie in ambush in the vineyards 21 and watch. If the daughters of Shiloh 
come out to dance in the dances, then come out of the vineyards and snatch each 
man his wife from the daughters of Shiloh, and go to the land of Benjamin… 

23 And the people of Benjamin did so and took their wives, according to their 
number, from the dancers whom they carried off. Then they went and returned to 
their inheritance and rebuilt the towns and lived in them. 24 And the people of 
Israel departed from there at that time, every man to his tribe and family, and they 
went out from there every man to his inheritance. 

25 In those days there was no king in Israel. Everyone did what was right in his 
own eyes. 

This is the Word of the Lord.  
Thanks be to God. 
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THE GRADUAL Salvum me fac Psalm 12 

1 Help, Lord, for godly ones are gone, 
the faithful are no more; 

2 And everyone speaks flatt’ring lies, 
which from their lips do pour. 

3 May God the Lord end flatt’ring lips 
and tongues that boast great things; 

4 That say, “Our tongues prevail, so who 
can lordship o’er us bring?” 

5 “Because the needy are oppressed,” 
the Lord says, “I’ll arise! 

  I will protect and keep them safe 
from all those who malign.” 

6 The Lord’s words are both true and pure, 
like silver that’s refined; 

  They’re pure like silver fired within 
a furnace seven times. 

7 O Lord, You will protect and save 
from wicked far and near, 

8 For sinners freely strut about 
while vileness is revered. 

Text: Julie and Timothy Tennent 
Music: St. Anne; William Croft (1708) 

From A Metrical Psalter: The Book of Psalms set to Meter for Singing; © 2017 Seedbed Publishing 

The assembly stands. 
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THE GLORIA PATRI 

 

Words: II Century Latin, alt.; Anonymous 
Music: GREATOREX, 1851; Henry W. Greatorex (1816–1858) 

The assembly is seated. 

THE SECOND LESSON  Galatians 5.7-15 

7 You were running well. Who hindered you from obeying the truth? 8 This 

persuasion is not from him who calls you. 9 A little leaven leavens the whole 

lump.10 I have confidence in the Lord that you will take no other view, and the one 

who is troubling you will bear the penalty, whoever he is. 11 But if I, brothers, still 

preach circumcision, why am I still being persecuted? In that case the offense of 

the cross has been removed. 12 I wish those who unsettle you would emasculate 

themselves! 

13 For you were called to freedom, brothers. Only do not use your freedom as an 

opportunity for the flesh, but through love serve one another. 14 For the whole law 

is fulfilled in one word: “You shall love your neighbor as yourself.” 15 But if 

you bite and devour one another, watch out that you are not consumed by one 

another. 

This is the Word of the Lord.  
Thanks be to God. 

The assembly stands. 

  



________________________ 

12       ☩       THE TWELFTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 

THE GOSPEL ACCLAMATION  John 6.68 

 
The Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ, according to St. Matthew.  

Glory to You, O Lord. 

THE GOSPEL LESSON  Matthew 19.16-26 

16 And behold, a man came up to him, saying, “Teacher, what good deed must I 

do to have eternal life?” 17 And he said to him, “Why do you ask me about what is 

good? There is only one who is good. If you would enter life, keep the 

commandments.” 18 He said to him, “Which ones?” And Jesus said, “You shall not 

murder, You shall not commit adultery, You shall not steal, You shall not bear 

false witness, 19 Honor your father and mother, and, You shall love your neighbor 

as yourself.” 20 The young man said to him, “All these I have kept. What do I still 

lack?” 21 Jesus said to him, “If you would be perfect, go, sell what you possess and 

give to the poor, and you will have treasure in heaven; and come, follow 

me.”22 When the young man heard this he went away sorrowful, for he had great 

possessions. 

23 And Jesus said to his disciples, “Truly, I say to you, only with difficulty will a 

rich person enter the kingdom of heaven. 24 Again I tell you, it is easier for a camel 

to go through the eye of a needle than for a rich person to enter the kingdom of 

God.” 25 When the disciples heard this, they were greatly astonished, saying, “Who 

then can be saved?” 26 But Jesus looked at them and said, “With man this is 

impossible, but with God all things are possible.” 

This is the Gospel of our Lord.  
Praise to You, Lord Christ. 

The assembly is seated. 

THE SERMON Matthew Knuppel, Vicar 

Silence for reflection follows the sermon. 
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THE HYMN OF THE DAY  Dear Lord and Father of Mankind 

The assembly stands after the introduction to the hymn. 
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THE AFFIRMATION OF OUR FAITH  The Apostles’ Creed 

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, (Isaiah 44.6) 
Creator of heaven and earth. (Genesis 1.1) 

I believe in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, (Luke 2.11; John 3.16; John 20.28) 
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit, (Luke 1.35) 
and born of the virgin Mary. (Luke 1.27) 
He suffered under Pontius Pilate, (Luke 23.24) 
was crucified, died, and was buried; (John 19.20; 1 Corinthians 15.3-4) 
He descended into hell. (1 Peter 3.18-20, 4.4-6; Luke 23.43; also “he descended to the dead”) 
On the third day He rose again; (1 Corinthians 15.4) 
He ascended into heaven, (Mark 16.19) 
and is seated at the right hand of the Father. (Mark 16.19) 
He will come again to judge the living and the dead. (2 Timothy 4.1) 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, (John 15.26) 
the holy catholic Church, (Galatians 3.28; catholic means “universal”) 
the communion of saints, (Hebrews 10.25) 
the forgiveness of sins, (Luke 7.48) 
the resurrection ☩ of the body, (1 Thessalonians 4.16; Romans 8.23; 1 Corinthians 15.52-54) 
and the life everlasting. Amen. (John 10.28) 

The assembly kneels. 

THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 

We respond after each petition: 

…Lord, in Your mercy,  
hear our prayer. 

At the conclusion of the prayers, the assembly stands. 

THE EXCHANGE AND FELLOWSHIP OF THE PAX DOMINI 
The people greet one another with a sign of Christ’s peace, saying, “Peace be with you,” as a sign of 
reconciliation, of the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace, and in preparation for worth reception of Holy 
Communion (Matthew 5.22-24; Ephesians 4.1-3). 

The peace of the Lord be always with you.  
And also with you. 

The assembly is seated. 
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THE OFFERTORY ANTHEM  Sue Seeman, organ 

 Sarabande  G. F. Handel 

The assembly stands and sings a cappella. 

THE DOXOLOGY AT THE PRESENTATION OF THE GIFTS 

 
Words: Thomas Ken, 1674 

Music: OLD HUNDREDTH; Louis Bourgeois, 1551 

THE OFFERTORY PRAYER OF DEDICATION 

Yours, O LORD, is the greatness, and the power, and the glory, and the victory, 
and the majesty: for everything in heaven and on earth is Yours; Yours is the 
Kingdom, O LORD, and You are exalted as Head above all. All things come 
from You, O LORD,  
And of Your own have we given You. (1 Chronicles 29.11, 14) 
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MEAL 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING AND PROPER PREFACE 

 

It is right, our duty and our joy, always and everywhere to give thanks to You, 
Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth. 

Through Jesus Christ our Lord, who on the first day of the week overcame death 
and the grave, and by His glorious resurrection opened to us the way of 
everlasting life. 

Therefore, with angels and archangels and with all the company of heaven, we 
laud and magnify Your glorious Name, evermore praising You and singing: 
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THE SANCTUS AND BENEDICTUS  Isaiah 6.3; Matthew 21.9 

 

THE EUCHARISTIC PRAYER OF CONSECRATION 

Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth. In mercy for our fallen world You 
gave Your only Son, that all those who believe in Him should not perish, but 
have eternal life. We give thanks to You for the salvation You have prepared 
for us through Jesus Christ. 

On the night when He was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and when He 
had given thanks, He broke it, and gave it to His disciples, saying: “Take, eat. 
This is My body, which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of Me.” 

Again, after supper, He took the cup, and when He had given thanks He gave it 
to them, saying, “Drink of it, all of you, for this is My blood of the New 
Covenant, which is poured out for you and for many for the forgiveness of 
sins. Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” (1 Corinthians 11.24-25) 

For as often as we eat this bread and drink this cup, we proclaim the Lord’s 
death until He comes again: 
Christ has died. 
Christ is risen. 
Christ will come again! (1 Corinthians 15.26) 
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Therefore, gracious Father, with this bread and cup we remember the life our 
Lord offered for us. And, believing the witness of His resurrection, we await 
His coming in power to share with us the great and promised feast. 
Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. 

Send now, we pray, Your Holy Spirit, the spirit of our Lord and of His 
resurrection, that we who receive the Lord’s body and blood may live to the 
praise of Your glory and receive our inheritance with all Your saints in light. 
Amen. Come, Holy Spirit. 

Join our prayers with those of Your servants of every time and every place, and 
unite them with the ceaseless petitions of our great High Priest until He comes 
again as victorious Lord of all. 
Through Him, with Him, and in Him, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
all honor and glory is Yours, Almighty Father, 
now and forever. Amen. 

Lord Jesus, we ask that You would remember us in Your kingdom 
and teach us to pray: 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be Thy Name, 
Thy kingdom come, 
Thy will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, 

☩ but deliver us from the evil one: 
For Thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 

forever and ever. Amen. (from Matthew 6.9-13, AKJV, alt.) 

THE FRACTION ANTHEM AND INVITATION TO THE LORD’S TABLE 

Christ our Passover Lamb has been sacrificed, once for all upon the cross; 
Therefore, let us keep the feast. (1 Corinthians 5.7-8) 

Behold the Lamb of God, behold Him who takes away the sins of the world. 
Blessed are those invited to the marriage supper of the Lamb. (John 1.29; Revelation 19.9) 
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THE AGNUS DEI 

 

The assembly is seated. 
You are invited to come to the table at the direction of the ushers. 
Please wait to exit until after the recessional hymn and dismissal. 

THE MUSIC DURING THE DISTRIBUTION OF THE LORD’S SUPPER 

Lord Jesus, Think on Me 
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Draw Us in the Spirit’s Tether 

 

continued overleaf 
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Gift of Finest Wheat 

 

The assembly stands. 

THE POST-COMMUNION PRAYER 

We give You thanks, Almighty God, 
that You have refreshed us through the healing power of this gift of life; 
and we pray that in Your mercy You would strengthen us, through this gift, 
in faith toward You and in fervent love toward one another; for the sake of 
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
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SENDING 

The assembly bows their head and extends their hands to receive the blessing. 

THE BENEDICTION 

Now may our Lord Jesus Christ Himself, and God our Father, who loved us and 
gave us eternal comfort and good hope through grace, comfort your hearts 
and establish them in every good work and word. And the blessing of 
Almighty God: the Father, the ☩ Son, and the Holy Spirit, be among you, and 
remain with you always. (2 Thessalonians 2.16-17) 
Amen. 

The assembly turns to face and follow the cross as it exits in procession. 

THE RECESSIONAL HYMN  Where Cross the Crowded Ways of Life 
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THE COMMISSION AND DISMISSAL 

Let us go forth to worship and serve God in love and obedience. 
Thanks be to God. 

THE POSTLUDE  Sue Seeman, organ 

 Ayre  Jeremiah Clarke 

THE DEPARTURE INTO THE MISSION FIELD 
Following the service, please join us in Café St. John for light refreshments and fellowship. 

 
Today’s flowers are lovingly given to the Glory of God with thanksgiving 

by Monica and Barry Regan in honor of their 53rd wedding anniversary. 

The pastors, church staff, and council wish you and your loved ones  
a safe and restful Labor Day weekend! 

The church office will be closed tomorrow in observance of the holiday. 

Next Sunday’s Scripture Lessons (08 September): 
Deuteronomy 30.15-20 

Psalm 1 
Philemon 

Luke 14.25-33
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