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WELCOME TO ST. JOHN! 

We are so glad you are here today, and we pray that you will experience God’s love and presence 
among this community of faith! We welcome and encourage all children to participate fully with us in 
worship and want to let you know that nursery care is available just down the hall, if your child(ren) 
need(s) a space for more active play. 

Please consult your trifold insert for more information about the service and upcoming ministry 
opportunities, in addition to restroom locations and instructions for taking Holy Communion.  

We hope that you will feel at home here and know that this is a place you belong. We invite you to 
introduce yourself to those around you and to our pastor. Following the service, please stop by our 
Connection Center just down the hall for a free gift and more information about our church! 

Please be advised that today’s services are being broadcast live via Facebook. Your likeness may be 
recorded during the video stream of this service. Your presence constitutes permission for St. John to 
use any images of your likeness for any purpose. 
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THE LITURGY FOR THE PUBLIC WORSHIP OF ALMIGHTY GOD 
Please silence all electronic devices and refrain from taking video or flash photography during the service. 

GATHERING 
The people’s responses are printed in bold. 

THE PRELUDE AND CHIMING OF THE HOUR Joshua Starnes, organ 

 Prelude on McKee (“In Christ There Is No East or West”)  Timothy Shaw 

The assembly stands at the ringing of the bell. 

THE APOSTOLIC GREETING AND CALL TO CONFESSION 
The sign of the cross ☩ may be made by all in remembrance of their baptism. 

The grace of our ☩ Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. (2 Corinthians 13.14) 

 And also with you. (Ruth 2.4; 2 Thessalonians 3.16) 

Almighty God, 
 To You all hearts are open, all desires known, and from You no secrets are 

hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of Your Holy Spirit, 
that we may perfectly love You, and worthily magnify Your Holy Name; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 
 But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins 

and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. (1 John 1.8-9) 

Kneeling as we are able, let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 

The assembly kneels and silence is kept for private reflection and personal confession. 

THE CORPORATE LITANY OF REPENTANCE AND CONFESSION OF SIN 

Most merciful God our Father, 
 We confess that we have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by 

what we have done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved You 
with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We are 
truly sorry and humbly repent. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have 
mercy on us and forgive us; that we may delight in Your will and walk in 
Your ways, to the glory of Your Holy Name. Amen. 
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THE DECLARATION OF GOD’S FORGIVENESS AND ASSURANCE OF PARDON 

Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for us and for His sake 
forgives the sins of all who repent. As a called and ordained minister of the 
Church of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore declare to you Christ’s entire 

forgiveness of all your sins in the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of 
the Holy Spirit. (John 20.19-23) 

 Amen. Thanks be to God! 

The assembly stands, turning to face and follow the cross as it enters in procession. 

THE PROCESSIONAL HYMN  Be Thou My Vision 
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THE CANTICLE OF PRAISE  Gloria in excelsis Deo 

continued overleaf 
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THE PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Let us pray: 
Almighty and Merciful God, it is only by Your grace that Your faithful people 
offer You true and laudable service: Grant that we may run without stumbling 
to obtain Your heavenly promises; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives 
and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 

The assembly is seated. 

THE WORDS OF WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

THE CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 
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WORD 

THE FIRST LESSON  Judges 13.1-5, 24; 14.1-20 

13 And the people of Israel again did what was evil in the sight of the LORD, so 
the LORD gave them into the hand of the Philistines for forty years. 

2 There was a certain man of Zorah, of the tribe of the Danites, whose name was 
Manoah. And his wife was barren and had no children. 3 And the angel of the LORD 

appeared to the woman and said to her, “Behold, you are barren and have not 
borne children, but you shall conceive and bear a son. 4 Therefore be careful and 
drink no wine or strong drink, and eat nothing unclean, 5 for behold, you shall 
conceive and bear a son. No razor shall come upon his head, for the child shall be a 
Nazirite to God from the womb, and he shall begin to save Israel from the hand of 
the Philistines.”… 

24 And the woman bore a son and called his name Samson. And the young man 
grew, and the LORD blessed him… 

14 Samson went down to Timnah, and at Timnah he saw one of the daughters of the 
Philistines. 2 Then he came up and told his father and mother, “I saw one of the 
daughters of the Philistines at Timnah. Now get her for me as my wife.” 3 But his 
father and mother said to him, “Is there not a woman among the daughters of your 
relatives, or among all our people, that you must go to take a wife from 
the uncircumcised Philistines?” But Samson said to his father, “Get her for me, for 
she is right in my eyes.” 

4 His father and mother did not know that it was from the LORD, for he was seeking 
an opportunity against the Philistines. At that time the Philistines ruled over Israel. 

5 Then Samson went down with his father and mother to Timnah, and they came to 
the vineyards of Timnah. And behold, a young lion came toward him roaring.6 Then 
the Spirit of the LORD rushed upon him, and although he had nothing in his hand, 
he tore the lion in pieces as one tears a young goat. But he did not tell his father or 
his mother what he had done. 7 Then he went down and talked with the woman, 
and she was right in Samson's eyes. 

8 After some days he returned to take her. And he turned aside to see the carcass of 
the lion, and behold, there was a swarm of bees in the body of the lion, and 
honey. 9 He scraped it out into his hands and went on, eating as he went. And he 
came to his father and mother and gave some to them, and they ate. But he did not 
tell them that he had scraped the honey from the carcass of the lion. 
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10 His father went down to the woman, and Samson prepared a feast there, for so the 
young men used to do. 11 As soon as the people saw him, they brought thirty 
companions to be with him. 12 And Samson said to them, “Let me now put a riddle 
to you. If you can tell me what it is, within the seven days of the feast, and find it 
out, then I will give you thirty linen garments and thirty changes of clothes, 13 but if 
you cannot tell me what it is, then you shall give me thirty linen garments and 
thirty changes of clothes.” And they said to him, “Put your riddle, that we may hear 
it.” 14 And he said to them, 

“Out of the eater came something to eat. 
Out of the strong came something sweet.” 

And in three days they could not solve the riddle. 

15 On the fourth day they said to Samson's wife, “Entice your husband to tell us 
what the riddle is, lest we burn you and your father's house with fire. Have you 
invited us here to impoverish us?” 16 And Samson's wife wept over him and 
said, “You only hate me; you do not love me. You have put a riddle to my people, 
and you have not told me what it is.” And he said to her, “Behold, I have not told 
my father nor my mother, and shall I tell you?” 17 She wept before him the seven 
days that their feast lasted, and on the seventh day he told her, because she pressed 
him hard. Then she told the riddle to her people. 18 And the men of the city said to 
him on the seventh day before the sun went down, 

“What is sweeter than honey? 
What is stronger than a lion?” 

And he said to them, 

“If you had not plowed with my heifer, 
you would not have found out my riddle.” 

19 And the Spirit of the LORD rushed upon him, and he went down to Ashkelon and 
struck down thirty men of the town and took their spoil and gave the garments to 
those who had told the riddle. In hot anger he went back to his father's house.20 And 
Samson's wife was given to his companion, who had been his best man. 

This is the Word of the Lord.  
Thanks be to God. 
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THE GRADUAL Dilexi, quoniam Psalm 116.11-16 
The cantor introduces the refrain, then All repeat: 

 

11 What shall I give unto the LORD 
for all the benefits that he has done unto me? 

12 I will lift up the cup of salvation 
and call upon the Name of the LORD.    (Refrain) 

13 I will pay my vows unto the LORD in the presence of all his people; 
dear in the sight of the LORD is the death of his saints. 

14 O LORD, I am your servant; 
I an your servant, and the child of your handmaid; 
You have broken my bonds asunder.     (Refrain) 

15 I will offer you the sacrifice of thanksgiving 
and will call upon the Name of the LORD. 

16 I will pay my vows unto the LORD in the sight of all his people, 
in the courts of the LORD’s house, even in the midst of you, 
O Jerusalem. Praise the LORD! Hallelujah!   (Refrain) 

Text: The New Coverdale Psalter; © 2019 Anglican Church in North America; Music: Robert A. Hawthorne 
From The Portland Psalter, © 2002 Church Publishing, Inc. 

The assembly stands. 

THE GLORIA PATRI 

 

Words: II Century Latin, alt.; Anonymous; Music: GREATOREX, 1851; Henry W. Greatorex (1816–1858) 
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The assembly is seated. 

THE SECOND LESSON  Revelation 19.6-10 

6 Then I heard what seemed to be the voice of a great multitude, like the roar of 
many waters and like the sound of mighty peals of thunder, crying out, 

“Hallelujah! 
For the Lord our God 
    the Almighty reigns. 
7 Let us rejoice and exult 
    and give him the glory, 
for the marriage of the Lamb has come, 
    and his Bride has made herself ready; 
8 it was granted her to clothe herself 
    with fine linen, bright and pure”— 

for the fine linen is the righteous deeds of the saints. 

9 And the angel said to me, “Write this: Blessed are those who are invited to the 
marriage supper of the Lamb.” And he said to me, “These are the true words of 
God.” 10 Then I fell down at his feet to worship him, but he said to me, “You must 
not do that! I am a fellow servant with you and your brothers who hold to the 
testimony of Jesus. Worship God.” For the testimony of Jesus is the spirit of 
prophecy. 

This is the Word of the Lord.  
Thanks be to God. 

The assembly is stands. 

THE GOSPEL ACCLAMATION  John 6.68 
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The Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ, according to St. Luke.  
Glory to You, O Lord. 

THE GOSPEL LESSON  Luke 1.5-17 

5 In the days of Herod, king of Judea, there was a priest named Zechariah, of the 
division of Abijah. And he had a wife from the daughters of Aaron, and her name 
was Elizabeth. 6 And they were both righteous before God, walking blamelessly in all 
the commandments and statutes of the Lord. 7 But they had no child, 
because Elizabeth was barren, and both were advanced in years. 

8 Now while he was serving as priest before God when his division was on 
duty,9 according to the custom of the priesthood, he was chosen by lot to enter the 
temple of the Lord and burn incense. 10 And the whole multitude of the people were 
praying outside at the hour of incense. 11 And there appeared to him an angel of the 
Lord standing on the right side of the altar of incense. 12 And Zechariah was troubled 
when he saw him, and fear fell upon him. 13 But the angel said to him, “Do not be 
afraid, Zechariah, for your prayer has been heard, and your wife Elizabeth will bear 
you a son, and you shall call his name John. 14 And you will have joy and gladness, 
and many will rejoice at his birth, 15 for he will be great before the Lord. And he must 
not drink wine or strong drink, and he will be filled with the Holy Spirit, even from 
his mother's womb. 16 And he will turn many of the children of Israel to the Lord their 
God, 17 and he will go before him in the spirit and power of Elijah, to turn the hearts 
of the fathers to the children, and the disobedient to the wisdom of the just, to make 
ready for the Lord a people prepared.” 

This is the Gospel of our Lord.  
Praise to You, Lord Christ. 

The assembly is seated. 

THE SERMON  The Revd Dr. Mark Graham, Senior Pastor 

Silence for reflection follows the sermon. 
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The assembly stands after the introduction to the hymn. 

THE HYMN OF THE DAY  O God, Our Help in Ages Past 

Stanza 1: All, Unison 
Stanza 2: All, SATB Parts 
Stanza 3: Women, Unison 
Stanza 4: Men, Unison 
Stanza 5: All, SATB Parts (a cappella) 
Stanza 6: All, Unison 
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THE AFFIRMATION OF OUR FAITH  The Apostles’ Creed 

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, (Isaiah 44.6) 
Creator of heaven and earth. (Genesis 1.1) 

I believe in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, (Luke 2.11; John 3.16; John 20.28) 
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit, (Luke 1.35) 
and born of the virgin Mary. (Luke 1.27) 
He suffered under Pontius Pilate, (Luke 23.24) 
was crucified, died, and was buried; (John 19.20; 1 Corinthians 15.3-4) 
He descended into hell. (1 Peter 3.18-20, 4.4-6; Luke 23.43; also “he descended to the dead”) 
On the third day He rose again; (1 Corinthians 15.4) 
He ascended into heaven, (Mark 16.19) 
and is seated at the right hand of the Father. (Mark 16.19) 
He will come again to judge the living and the dead. (2 Timothy 4.1) 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, (John 15.26) 
the holy catholic Church, (Galatians 3.28; catholic means “universal”) 
the communion of saints, (Hebrews 10.25) 
the forgiveness of sins, (Luke 7.48) 
the resurrection ☩ of the body, (1 Thessalonians 4.16; Romans 8.23; 1 Corinthians 15.52-54) 
and the life everlasting. Amen. (John 10.28) 

The assembly kneels. 

THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 

We respond after each petition: 

…Lord, in Your mercy,  
hear our prayer. 

At the conclusion of the prayers, the assembly stands. 

THE EXCHANGE AND FELLOWSHIP OF THE PAX DOMINI 
The people greet one another with a sign of Christ’s peace, saying, “Peace be with you,” as a sign of 
reconciliation, of the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace, and in preparation for worth reception of Holy 
Communion (Matthew 5.22-24; Ephesians 4.1-3). 

The peace of the Lord be always with you.  
And also with you. 

The assembly is seated. 
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THE OFFERTORY ANTHEM Brother James’ Air arr. Gordon Jacob 

 The Summer Choir 

Brother James is the familiar name by which many remember James Leith Macbeth Bain, who was born in 
Scotland towards the middle of the last century. This Air is perhaps the most beautiful of many that came to 
him spontaneously. 

The Lord’s my Shepherd, I’ll not want, He makes me down to lie 
In pastures green. He leadeth me the quiet waters by. 

My soul He doth restore again, and me to walk doth make 
within the Paths of Blessedness, e’en for His own Name’s sake. 

Yea, though I pass through shadowed vale, yet will I fear no ill; 
For Thou art with me, and Thy Rod and Staff me comfort still. 

My table Thou hast furnishèd in presence of my foes; 
My head with oil Thou dost anoint, and my cup overflows. 

Goodness and mercy all my days will surely follow me; 
And in my Father’s heart always my dwelling place shall be. 

Words: from Psalm 23; Scottish Psalter, Edinburgh (1650); Music: J. L. Macbeth Bain, (c. 1840–1925), adapt. 
© 1932 Oxford University Press 

The assembly stands and sings a cappella. 

THE DOXOLOGY AT THE PRESENTATION OF THE GIFTS 

 
Words: Thomas Ken, 1674; Music: OLD HUNDREDTH; Louis Bourgeois, 1551 

THE OFFERTORY PRAYER OF DEDICATION 

Yours, O LORD, is the greatness, and the power, and the glory, and the victory, 
and the majesty: for everything in heaven and on earth is Yours; Yours is the 
Kingdom, O LORD, and You are exalted as Head above all. All things come 
from You, O LORD,  
And of Your own have we given You. (1 Chronicles 29.11, 14) 
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MEAL 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING AND PROPER PREFACE 

 

It is right, our duty and our joy, always and everywhere to give thanks to You, 
Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth. 

Through Jesus Christ our Lord, who on the first day of the week overcame death 
and the grave, and by His glorious resurrection opened to us the way of 
everlasting life. 

Therefore, with angels and archangels and with all the company of heaven, we 
laud and magnify Your glorious Name, evermore praising You and singing: 
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THE SANCTUS AND BENEDICTUS  Isaiah 6.3; Matthew 21.9 

 

THE EUCHARISTIC PRAYER OF CONSECRATION 

Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth. In mercy for our fallen world You 
gave Your only Son, that all those who believe in Him should not perish, but 
have eternal life. We give thanks to You for the salvation You have prepared 
for us through Jesus Christ. 

On the night when He was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and when He 
had given thanks, He broke it, and gave it to His disciples, saying: “Take, eat. 
This is My body, which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of Me.” 

Again, after supper, He took the cup, and when He had given thanks He gave it 
to them, saying, “Drink of it, all of you, for this is My blood of the New 
Covenant, which is poured out for you and for many for the forgiveness of 
sins. Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” (1 Corinthians 11.24-25) 

For as often as we eat this bread and drink this cup, we proclaim the Lord’s 
death until He comes again: 
Christ has died. 
Christ is risen. 
Christ will come again! (1 Corinthians 15.26) 
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Therefore, gracious Father, with this bread and cup we remember the life our 
Lord offered for us. And, believing the witness of His resurrection, we await 
His coming in power to share with us the great and promised feast. 
Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. 

Send now, we pray, Your Holy Spirit, the spirit of our Lord and of His 
resurrection, that we who receive the Lord’s body and blood may live to the 
praise of Your glory and receive our inheritance with all Your saints in light. 
Amen. Come, Holy Spirit. 

Join our prayers with those of Your servants of every time and every place, and 
unite them with the ceaseless petitions of our great High Priest until He comes 
again as victorious Lord of all. 
Through Him, with Him, and in Him, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
all honor and glory is Yours, Almighty Father, 
now and forever. Amen. 

Lord Jesus, we ask that You would remember us in Your kingdom 
and teach us to pray: 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be Thy Name, 
Thy kingdom come, 
Thy will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, 

☩ but deliver us from the evil one: 
For Thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 

forever and ever. Amen. (from Matthew 6.9-13, AKJV, alt.) 

THE FRACTION ANTHEM AND INVITATION TO THE LORD’S TABLE 

Christ our Passover Lamb has been sacrificed, once for all upon the cross; 
Therefore, let us keep the feast. (1 Corinthians 5.7-8) 

Behold the Lamb of God, behold Him who takes away the sins of the world. 
Blessed are those invited to the marriage supper of the Lamb. (John 1.29; Revelation 19.9) 
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THE AGNUS DEI 

 

The assembly is seated. 
You are invited to come to the table at the direction of the ushers. 
Please wait to exit until after the recessional hymn and dismissal. 

THE MUSIC DURING THE DISTRIBUTION OF THE LORD’S SUPPER 

For the Fruit of All Creation 
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Thy Holy Wings 

 
continued overleaf 
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The assembly stands. 

THE POST-COMMUNION PRAYER 

We give You thanks, Almighty God, 
that You have refreshed us through the healing power of this gift of life; 
and we pray that in Your mercy You would strengthen us, through this gift, 
in faith toward You and in fervent love toward one another; for the sake of 
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

SENDING 

The assembly bows their head and extends their hands to receive the blessing. 

THE BENEDICTION 

Now may our Lord Jesus Christ Himself, and God our Father, who loved us and 
gave us eternal comfort and good hope through grace, comfort your hearts 
and establish them in every good work and word. And the blessing of 
Almighty God: the Father, the ☩ Son, and the Holy Spirit, be among you, and 
remain with you always. (2 Thessalonians 2.16-17) 
Amen. 
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The assembly turns to face and follow the cross as it exits in procession. 

THE RECESSIONAL HYMN  In Christ There Is No East or West 

Stanza 1: Unison 
Stanzas 2 & 3: SATB parts 
Stanza 4: Unison 

 

THE COMMISSION AND DISMISSAL 

Let us go forth to worship and serve God in love and obedience. 
Thanks be to God. 

THE POSTLUDE  Joshua Starnes 

THE DEPARTURE INTO THE MISSION FIELD 
Following the service, please join us in Café St. John for light refreshments and fellowship. 
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Today’s flowers are lovingly given to the Glory of God with thanksgiving 

by Barry and Carolyn Corswandt in honor of their 46th wedding anniversary! 
 

Next Sunday’s Lessons (11 August):  
Judges 15; Psalm 3; Hebrews 11.1-3,29-34; Luke 12.32-40 
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