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WELCOME TO ST. JOHN! 

We are so glad you are here today, and we pray that you will experience God’s love and presence 
among this community of faith! We welcome and encourage all children to participate fully with us in 
worship and want to let you know that nursery care is available just down the hall, if your child(ren) 
need(s) a space for more active play. 

Restroom facilities are located just to the left of the narthex, where you entered, across from the main 
office. 

Personal listening devices are available upon request from an usher. 

Please consult your trifold insert for more information about the service and upcoming ministry 
opportunities. 

We hope that you will feel at home here and know that this is a place you belong. We invite you to 
introduce yourself to those around you and to our pastor. Following the service, please stop by our 
Connection Center just down the hall for a free gift and more information about our church! 

Please be advised that today’s services are being broadcast live via Facebook. Your likeness may be 
recorded during the video stream of this service. Your presence constitutes permission for St. John to 
use any images of your likeness for any purpose. 
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THE LITURGY FOR THE PUBLIC WORSHIP OF ALMIGHTY GOD 
Please silence all electronic devices and refrain from taking video or flash photography during the service. 

GATHERING 
The people’s responses are printed in bold. 

THE PRELUDE AND CHIMING OF THE HOUR Joshua Starnes, organ 

 Prelude on “Holy Manna”  Wayne L. Wold 

The assembly stands at the ringing of the bell. 

THE APOSTOLIC GREETING AND CALL TO CONFESSION 
The sign of the cross ☩ may be made by all in remembrance of their baptism. 

The grace of our ☩ Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. (2 Corinthians 13.14) 

 And also with you. (Ruth 2.4; 2 Thessalonians 3.16) 

Almighty God, 
 To You all hearts are open, all desires known, and from You no secrets are 

hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of Your Holy Spirit, 
that we may perfectly love You, and worthily magnify Your Holy Name; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 
 But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins 

and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. (1 John 1.8-9) 

Kneeling as we are able, let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 

The assembly kneels and silence is kept for private reflection and personal confession. 

THE CORPORATE LITANY OF REPENTANCE AND CONFESSION OF SIN 

Most merciful God our Father, 
 We confess that we have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by 

what we have done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved You 
with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We are 
truly sorry and humbly repent. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have 
mercy on us and forgive us; that we may delight in Your will and walk in 
Your ways, to the glory of Your Holy Name. Amen. 
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THE DECLARATION OF GOD’S FORGIVENESS AND ASSURANCE OF PARDON 

Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for us and for His sake 
forgives the sins of all who repent. As a called and ordained minister of the 
Church of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore declare to you Christ’s entire 

forgiveness of all your sins in the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of 
the Holy Spirit. (John 20.19-23) 

 Amen. Thanks be to God! 

The assembly stands, turning to face and follow the cross as it enters in procession. 

THE PROCESSIONAL HYMN  Brethren, We Have Met to Worship 
 Stanza 1: All 
 Stanza 2: Women 
 Stanza 3: Men 
 Stanza 4: All 
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THE CANTICLE OF PRAISE  Gloria in excelsis Deo 
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THE PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Let us pray: 
O God, You declare Your almighty power chiefly in showing mercy and pity: 
Grant us the fullness of Your grace, that we, running to obtain Your promises, 
may become partakers of Your heavenly treasure; through Jesus Christ our 
Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever. Amen. 

The assembly is seated. 

THE WORDS OF WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

THE CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 
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WORD 

THE FIRST LESSON  Judges 8.1-12, 21-35 

8 Then the men of Ephraim said to him, “What is this that you have done to us, not 

to call us when you went to fight against Midian?” And they accused him 

fiercely. 2 And he said to them, “What have I done now in comparison with you? Is 

not the gleaning of the grapes of Ephraim better than the grape harvest of 

Abiezer? 3 God has given into your hands the princes of Midian, Oreb and Zeeb. What 

have I been able to do in comparison with you?” Then their anger against him 

subsided when he said this. 

4 And Gideon came to the Jordan and crossed over, he and the 300 men who were 

with him, exhausted yet pursuing. 5 So he said to the men of Succoth, “Please give 

loaves of bread to the people who follow me, for they are exhausted, and I am 

pursuing after Zebah and Zalmunna, the kings of Midian.” 6 And the officials of 

Succoth said, “Are the hands of Zebah and Zalmunna already in your hand, that we 

should give bread to your army?” 7 So Gideon said, “Well then, when the LORD has 

given Zebah and Zalmunna into my hand, I will flail your flesh with the thorns of the 

wilderness and with briers.” 8 And from there he went up to Penuel, and spoke to 

them in the same way, and the men of Penuel answered him as the men of Succoth 

had answered. 9 And he said to the men of Penuel, “When I come again in peace, I 

will break down this tower.” 

10 Now Zebah and Zalmunna were in Karkor with their army, about 15,000 men, all 

who were left of all the army of the people of the East, for there had fallen 120,000 

men who drew the sword. 11 And Gideon went up by the way of the tent dwellers 

east of Nobah and Jogbehah and attacked the army, for the army felt secure. 12 And 

Zebah and Zalmunna fled, and he pursued them and captured the two kings of 

Midian, Zebah and Zalmunna, and he threw all the army into a panic… 

21 Then Zebah and Zalmunna said, “Rise yourself and fall upon us, for as the man is, 

so is his strength.” And Gideon arose and killed Zebah and Zalmunna, and he 

took the crescent ornaments that were on the necks of their camels. 

22 Then the men of Israel said to Gideon, “Rule over us, you and your son and your 

grandson also, for you have saved us from the hand of Midian.” 23 Gideon said to 

them, “I will not rule over you, and my son will not rule over you; the LORD will rule 

over you.” 24 And Gideon said to them, “Let me make a request of you: every one of 

you give me the earrings from his spoil.” (For they had golden earrings, because they 
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were Ishmaelites.) 25 And they answered, “We will willingly give them.” And they 

spread a cloak, and every man threw in it the earrings of his spoil. 26 And the weight 

of the golden earrings that he requested was 1,700 shekels of gold, besides the 

crescent ornaments and the pendants and the purple garments worn by the kings of 

Midian, and besides the collars that were around the necks of their camels. 27 And 

Gideon made an ephod of it and put it in his city, in Ophrah. And all Israel whored 

after it there, and it became a snare to Gideon and to his family. 28 So Midian was 

subdued before the people of Israel, and they raised their heads no more. And the 

land had rest forty years in the days of Gideon. 

29 Jerubbaal the son of Joash went and lived in his own house. 30 Now Gideon 

had seventy sons, his own offspring, for he had many wives. 31 And his 

concubine who was in Shechem also bore him a son, and he called his name 

Abimelech. 32 And Gideon the son of Joash died in a good old age and was buried in 

the tomb of Joash his father, at Ophrah of the Abiezrites. 

33 As soon as Gideon died, the people of Israel turned again and whored after the 

Baals and made Baal-berith their god. 34 And the people of Israel did not remember 

the LORD their God, who had delivered them from the hand of all their enemies on 

every side, 35 and they did not show steadfast love to the family of Jerubbaal (that is, 

Gideon) in return for all the good that he had done to Israel. 

This is the Word of the Lord.  
Thanks be to God. 

THE GRADUAL Domine, quid multiplicati? Psalm 3 
The cantor introduces the refrain, then All repeat: 

 

1 O LORD, how many are my foes! 
How many rise up against me! 

2 Many are saying of me, 
“God will not deliver him.”    Selah (Refrain) 

3 But you, LORD, are a shield around me, 
my glory, the One who lifts my head high. 

4 I call out to the LORD, 
and he answers me from his holy mountain. Selah (Refrain) 
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5 I lie down and sleep; 
I wake again, because the LORD sustains me. 

6 I will not fear though tens of thousands 
assail me on every side.      (Refrain) 

7 Arise, LORD! Deliver me, my God! 
Strike all my enemies on the jaw; break the teeth of the wicked. 

8 From the LORD comes deliverance. 
May your blessing be on your people.   Selah (Refrain) 

Music: BLUE PSALM, Ben Allaway, © 2003 Thresholds Music Press. 
From Psalms for All Seasons: A Complete Psalter for Worship © 2012 Faith Alive Christian Resources. 

THE GLORIA PATRI 
All sing: 

 

Words: II Century Latin, alt.; Anonymous 
Music: GREATOREX, 1851; Henry W. Greatorex (1816–1858) 

THE SECOND LESSON  1 Timothy 1.12-17 

12 I thank him who has given me strength, Christ Jesus our Lord, because he judged 
me faithful, appointing me to his service, 13 though formerly I was a 
blasphemer, persecutor, and insolent opponent. But I received mercy because I had 
acted ignorantly in unbelief, 14 and the grace of our Lord overflowed for me with 
the faith and love that are in Christ Jesus. 15 The saying is trustworthy and deserving 
of full acceptance, that Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners, of whom I 
am the foremost. 16 But I received mercy for this reason, that in me, as the foremost, 
Jesus Christ might display his perfect patience as an example to those who were to 
believe in him for eternal life. 17 To the King of the ages, immortal, invisible, the only 
God, be honor and glory forever and ever. Amen. 
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This is the Word of the Lord.  
Thanks be to God. 

The assembly stands. 

THE GOSPEL ACCLAMATION  John 6.68 

 
The Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ, according to St. Mark.  

Glory to You, O Lord. 

THE GOSPEL LESSON  Mark 12.28-31 

28 And one of the scribes came up and heard them disputing with one another, and 
seeing that he answered them well, asked him, “Which commandment is the most 
important of all?” 29 Jesus answered, “The most important is, ‘Hear, O Israel: The 
Lord our God, the Lord is one. 30 And you shall love the Lord your God with all your 
heart and with all your soul and with all your mind and with all your strength.’ 31 The 
second is this: ‘You shall love your neighbor as yourself.’ There is no other 
commandment greater than these.” 

This is the Gospel of our Lord.  
Praise to You, Lord Christ. 

The assembly is seated. 

THE SERMON  The Revd Dr. Mark Graham, Senior Pastor 

Silence for reflection follows the sermon. 

  



________________________ 

THE LORD’S DAY, JULY 21, ANNO DOMINI 2019       ☩       11 

The assembly stands after the introduction to the hymn. 

THE HYMN OF THE DAY  Take My Life 
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THE AFFIRMATION OF OUR FAITH  The Apostles’ Creed 

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, (Isaiah 44.6) 
Creator of heaven and earth. (Genesis 1.1) 

I believe in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, (Luke 2.11; John 3.16; John 20.28) 
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit, (Luke 1.35) 
and born of the virgin Mary. (Luke 1.27) 
He suffered under Pontius Pilate, (Luke 23.24) 
was crucified, died, and was buried; (John 19.20; 1 Corinthians 15.3-4) 
He descended into hell. (1 Peter 3.18-20, 4.4-6; Luke 23.43; also “he descended to the dead”) 
On the third day He rose again; (1 Corinthians 15.4) 
He ascended into heaven, (Mark 16.19) 
and is seated at the right hand of the Father. (Mark 16.19) 
He will come again to judge the living and the dead. (2 Timothy 4.1) 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, (John 15.26) 
the holy catholic Church, (Galatians 3.28; catholic means “universal”) 
the communion of saints, (Hebrews 10.25) 
the forgiveness of sins, (Luke 7.48) 

the resurrection ☩ of the body, (1 Thessalonians 4.16; Romans 8.23; 1 Corinthians 15.52-54) 
and the life everlasting. Amen. (John 10.28) 

The assembly kneels. 

THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 

We respond after each petition: 

…Lord, in Your mercy,  
hear our prayer. 

At the conclusion of the prayers, the assembly stands. 

THE EXCHANGE AND FELLOWSHIP OF THE PAX DOMINI 
The people greet one another with a sign of Christ’s peace, saying, “Peace be with you,” as a sign of 
reconciliation, of the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace, and in preparation for worth reception of Holy 
Communion (Matthew 5.22-24; Ephesians 4.1-3). 

The peace of the Lord be always with you.  
And also with you. 

The assembly is seated. 
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THE OFFERTORY ANTHEM His Mercy Is More  Matt Boswell and Matt Papa 

 The Summer Choir and Annette Meyer, guitar 

What love could remember no wrongs we have done? 
Omniscient, all-knowing, He counts not their sum. 
Thrown into a sea without bottom or shore; 
Our sins, they are many, His mercy is more. 

Praise the Lord, His mercy is more. 
Stronger than darkness, new every morn. 
Our sins, they are many, His mercy is more. 

What patience would wait as we constantly roam? 
What Father so tender is calling us home? 
He welcomes the weakest, the vilest, the poor. 
Our sins, they are many, His mercy is more. 

What riches of kindness He lavished on us. 
His blood was the payment, His life was the cost. 
We stood ‘neath a debt we could never afford. 
Our sins, they are many, His mercy is more. 

© 2015 Messenger Hymns (BMI), Getty Music Publishing (BMI),  
Getty Music ASCAP Designee (ASCAP), and Love Your Enemies Publishing (ASCAP) 

The assembly stands and sings a cappella. 

THE DOXOLOGY AT THE PRESENTATION OF THE GIFTS 

 
Words: Thomas Ken, 1674 

Music: OLD HUNDREDTH; Louis Bourgeois, 1551 
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THE OFFERTORY PRAYER OF DEDICATION 

Yours, O LORD, is the greatness, and the power, and the glory, and the victory, 
and the majesty: for everything in heaven and on earth is Yours; Yours is the 
Kingdom, O LORD, and You are exalted as Head above all. All things come 
from You, O LORD,  
And of Your own have we given You. (1 Chronicles 29.11, 14) 

MEAL 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING AND PROPER PREFACE 

 

It is right, our duty and our joy…evermore praising You and singing: 
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THE SANCTUS AND BENEDICTUS  Isaiah 6.3; Matthew 21.9 

 

THE EUCHARISTIC PRAYER OF CONSECRATION 

Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth…until He comes again: 
Christ has died. 
Christ is risen. 
Christ will come again! 

Therefore, gracious Father…to share with us the great and promised feast. 
Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. 

Send now, we pray…with all Your saints in light. 
Amen. Come, Holy Spirit. 

Join our prayers…victorious Lord of all. 
Through Him, with Him, and in Him, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
all honor and glory is Yours, Almighty Father, 
now and forever. Amen. 
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THE LORD’S PRAYER  Matthew 6.9-13 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be Thy Name, 
Thy kingdom come, 
Thy will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from the evil one: 
For Thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 

forever and ever. Amen. 

THE FRACTION ANTHEM AND INVITATION TO THE LORD’S TABLE 

Christ our Passover Lamb has been sacrificed, once for all upon the cross; 
Therefore, let us keep the feast. (1 Corinthians 5.7-8) 

Behold the Lamb of God, behold Him who takes away the sins of the world. 
Blessed are those invited to the marriage supper of the Lamb. (John 1.29; Revelation 19.9) 

THE AGNUS DEI 

 



________________________ 

THE LORD’S DAY, JULY 21, ANNO DOMINI 2019       ☩       17 

The assembly is seated. 
You are invited to come to the table at the direction of the ushers. 
Please wait to exit until after the recessional hymn and dismissal. 

THE MUSIC DURING THE DISTRIBUTION OF THE LORD’S SUPPER 

Dearest Jesus, at Your Word 
   Introduction: “Chorale Prelude on Liebester Jesu, wir sind hier” (BWV 706) J. S. Bach (1685–1750) 

 
   Coda: “Chorale Prelude on Liebester Jesu, wir sind hier” (BWV 730) J. S. Bach (1685–1750) 

The assembly stands. 
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THE POST-COMMUNION PRAYER 

We give You thanks, Almighty God, 
that You have refreshed us through the healing power of this gift of life; 
and we pray that in Your mercy You would strengthen us, through this gift, 
in faith toward You and in fervent love toward one another; for the sake of 
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

SENDING 

The assembly bows their head and extends their hands to receive the blessing. 

THE BENEDICTION 

Now may our Lord Jesus Christ Himself, and God our Father, who loved us and 
gave us eternal comfort and good hope through grace, comfort your hearts 
and establish them in every good work and word. And the blessing of 

Almighty God: the Father, the ☩ Son, and the Holy Spirit, be among you, and 
remain with you always. (2 Thessalonians 2.16-17) 
Amen. 

The assembly turns to face and follow the cross as it exits in procession. 

THE RECESSIONAL HYMN  I Love to Tell the Story 
 Stanzas: Unison 
 Refrain: SATB parts 
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THE COMMISSION AND DISMISSAL 

Let us go forth to worship and serve God in love and obedience. 
Thanks be to God. 
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THE POSTLUDE  Joshua Starnes, piano 

 Love Divine, All Loves Excelling  arr. Bill Wolaver 

THE DEPARTURE INTO THE MISSION FIELD 
Following the service, please join us in Café St. John for light refreshments and fellowship. 

 

Today’s flowers are lovingly given to the Glory of God 
by Rob Robertson in memory of his mother, Lillian L. Robertson. 

 
Next Sunday’s Lessons (28 July): 

Judges 10.6, 17-18; 11.1a, 29-40; Psalm 2; 1 Peter 3.18-22; John 3.1-3, 9-16 
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