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1 Latin: “in the Year of our Lord.” 

Othniel, Ehud, and Shamgar, the first three judges of Israel are each described as a “deliver” who “saves” Israel from 

her enemies after she has fallen into sin. So these three judges obviously point us to Jesus, the final Judge of all, who 

alone is our perfect and eternal Deliverer and Savior. In this meantime, the Holy Spirit continues to work through 

imperfect people to lead and sustain God’s people in their repentance from sin, as they cry out to the Lord for help. 

The Holy Spirit comes upon Othniel to empower him beyond anything he can accomplish on his own. God then 

raises up Ehud, a man with a significant physical disability (he couldn’t use his right hand), especially serious back in 

that day. Again, the Holy Spirit accomplishes the work through Ehud. Finally, the Lord moves an ordinary man named 

Shamgar to kill 600 Philistines with an oxgoad. That too was only by the power of the Holy Spirit. So God the Holy 

Spirit works in our lives temporarily for the sake of God’s plans and purposes to deliver and save His people. But all 

of this divine work ultimately moves us to God the Son, Jesus Christ, who alone accomplishes our final and eternal 

deliverance and salvation from sin, death, and the devil.  

 

http://www.stjohnlutheran.org/
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2       ☩       THE THIRD SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 

THE LITURGY FOR THE PUBLIC WORSHIP OF ALMIGHTY GOD
2 

 

 
LBW denotes Lutheran Book of Worship (green hardcover hymnal) 

† denotes standing, as you are able * denotes kneeling, as you are able 

 
GATHERING

3 

 The Prelude4 Joshua Starnes, organ 

Please rise as the hour is chimed. 

† The Chiming of the Hour5 “Westminster Quarters” attr. William Crotch (1775–1847) 

“Lord, through this hour be Thou our guide, so by Thy power no foot shall slide. Amen.” 

† The Apostolic Greeting and Call to Worship6 

 Pastor The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the fellowship of the 

Holy Spirit, be with you all. (2 Corinthians 13.14) 

 PEOPLE And also with you. 

  

                                            
2 Liturgy (Greek: “leitourgía”) means “work of the people.” Our worship is participatory as we offer ourselves as living sacrifices of our praise 

before God (cf. 2 Samuel 24.24; Romans 12.1-2; Hebrews 13.15). The order of our worship follows the historical fourfold Christian practice 

of Gathering, Word, Meal, and Sending. 

3 The Gathering is a time for God’s people to prepare their hearts and minds to spiritually enter into His Presence in worship. We assemble 

for worship in the Triune Name of God the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 

4 You may wish to use this time to locate the Scripture readings in your Bible or write your prayer requests on the tear-off portion of the 

trifold bulletin insert and bring them forward and place them in the basket on the altar during the prelude. 

5 Throughout the centuries, bells have been used to call faithful believers to prayer and worship. 

6 We are called into worship as we invoke the Name of the Triune God. Celebrating the presence of Christ is our first act of worship, as the 

angel Gabriel announced to Mary (cf. Luke 1.28). 

As you enter the Sanctuary, please prepare your heart for worship and silence all electronic devices. 

Please refrain from taking video or flash photography during the service. 

During the service, at the + you are invited to make the sign of the cross, 

remembering your baptism by faith into the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ. 
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† The Call to Confession7 

 Pastor Together, let us pray:  

Almighty God, 

 PEOPLE To You all hearts are open, 

all desires known, 

and from You no secrets are hid: 

  Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts 

by the inspiration of Your Holy Spirit, 

that we may perfectly love You, 

and worthily magnify Your Holy Name; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

 Pastor If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 

But if we confess our sins, God who is faithful and just will forgive our sins 

and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. (1John 1.8-9) 

  Therefore, kneeling as we are able, let us confess our sins against God and our 

neighbor. 

A period of silence follows for private reflection and personal confession. 

* The Corporate Litany of Repentance and Confession of Sin8 

 Pastor Most merciful God our Father, 

 PEOPLE We confess that we have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, 

by what we have done and by what we have left undone. 

  We have not loved You with our whole heart; 

we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. 

We are truly sorry and humbly repent. 

  For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, 

have mercy on us and forgive us; 

that we may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways, 

to the glory of Your Holy Name.  Amen. 

  

                                            
7 The Holy Triune God alone knows the conditions of our hearts; therefore, we ask Him to cleanse us from the inside-out (cf. Psalm 51). 

The call to confession begins with the Collect for Purity – a prayer dating back to the 11th-century Latin Leofric missal. 

8 The Scriptures call us to confess our sins – both personally and collectively (cf. Nehemiah 9; 1 John 1). We are honest with God about who 

we are, trusting in His mercy and grace through the atoning sacrifice of Jesus Christ. 
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* The Declaration of God’s Forgiveness and Assurance of Pardon9 

 Pastor Almighty God, in His mercy, has given His Son to die for us and, for His sake, 

forgives the sins of all who repent. As a called and ordained minister of the 

Church of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore declare to you Christ’s entire 

forgiveness of all your sins, in the Name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of 

the Holy Spirit. 

 PEOPLE Amen. Thanks be to God! 

† The Processional Hymn10  NATIONAL HYMN 

  LBW, No. 567 “God of Our Fathers” 

† The Canticle of Praise11  Gloria in excelsis Deo12 LBW Setting I, pp. 58-59 

 

                                            
9 After confessing and repenting of (turning away from) our sins, we remember that the blood of Jesus Christ cleanses us from all our sins 

and we are promised God’s forgiveness and rejoice because Jesus is our victorious Savior (cf. Acts 2.38, 3.19). 

10 We sing a song of praise and adoration of God for who He is and for what He has done (cf. Psalm 100.4). 

11 A canticle is a biblical hymn or chant found within the Scriptures. 

12 Latin: “Glory to God in the highest.” This canticle finds its scriptural roots in the words of the angels when the birth of Christ was announced 

to the shepherds (cf. Luke 2.14). 
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† The Salutation and Prayer of the Day13 

 Liturgist The Lord be with you. (Ruth 2.4) 

 PEOPLE And also with you. (2 Thessalonians 3.16) 

 Liturgist Let us pray: 

O God, Your never-failing providence sets in order all things both in heaven and 

on earth: Put away from us all hurtful things, and give us those things that are 

profitable for us; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with You 

and the Holy Spirit, one God, forever and ever. 

 PEOPLE Amen. 

 The Words of Welcome and Announcements 

 The Children’s Message 

  

                                            
13 In the Salutation, the people greet one another in the Lord’s Name. The Prayer (or Collect) of the Day summarizes the main thoughts and 

theme of the day and the Scripture lessons (readings).  
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WORD
14 

 The First Lesson15 Judges 3.7-31 Pew Bible, p. 202 

 Lector …This is the Word of the Lord. 

 PEOPLE Thanks be to God! (from 1 Corinthians 15.57) 

 The Gradual Psalmody16 Psalm 110 Dixit Dominus17 

 ALL 1 The LORD says to my Lord: “Come sit at my right hand until 

I make your enemies a stool whereon your feet may dwell.” 

 WOMEN 2 The LORD will stretch your scepter to extend from Zion’s hill; 

You’ll rule amidst your enemies; you will rule ever still. 

 MEN 3 Your troops will be a willing force on this your battle day; 

The youth will come from early dawn in majesty arrayed. 

 ALL 4 The LORD has sworn His promise and He will not change His mind; 

“You are a priest forever in Melchizedek’s own line.” 

 WOMEN 5 The Lord is at Your right hand; He is at Your hand and path; 

And He will crush rebellious kings on the day of His wrath. 

 MEN 6 He’ll judge the nations, heaping up the bodies of the dead. 

And crushing rulers of the earth who see His day in dread. 

 ALL 7 He will drink from the brook beside the way His feet do tread; 

Therefore, when all is in its place, He will lift His head. 

Words: JULIE and TIMOTHY TENNENT, from A Metrical Psalter: The Book of Psalms set to Meter for Singing, ©2017 

Music: based on ST. ANNE, 1708 hymn tune by WILLIAM CROFT (1677–1727)  

                                            
14 We proclaim and respond to the Word of God. 

15 The First Lesson is typically a reading from the Old Testament; however, during the season of Eastertide, the first reading traditionally 

comes from the Book of Acts. 

16 The Gradual (Latin: graduale or gratus, meaning “step”) is a psalm that serves as a response to the first lesson and a thematic bridge into the 

second lesson. 

17 The Psalter was historically organized to include the Latin incipit – the first few words of text, employed as an identifying label. 
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 The Gloria Patri18  GREATOREX 

 
Words: II CENTURY LATIN 

Music: HENRY W. GREATOREX (1816–1858) 

 The Second Lesson 1 Corinthians 1.26-31 Pew Bible, p. 952 

 Lector …This is the Word of the Lord. 

 PEOPLE Thanks be to God! (from 2 Corinthians 9.15) 

                                            
18 The Gloria Patri (Latin: “Glory be to the Father”) is a short hymn of praise to the Triune God dating back to the Edict of Thessalonica (AD 

380). 
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† The Sequence Verse and Alleluia Antiphon19 John 6.68 LBW Setting I, p. 62 

 

† The Gospel Lesson20 Matthew 22.41-46 Pew Bible, p. 828 

 Pastor The Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ, according to Saint Matthew. 

 PEOPLE Glory to You, O Lord… 

 Pastor …This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

 PEOPLE Praise to You, Lord Christ! 

 The Sermon21 The Revd Dr. Mark Graham, Senior Pastor 

† The Song of Response22  CWM RHONDDA 

  LBW, No. 343 “Guide Me Ever, Great Redeemer” 

  

                                            
19 The Sequence (Latin: sequential) is a Scriptural verse or hymn that is chanted, sung, or recited before the Gospel proclamation. We stand in 

reverence for the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

20 The Gospel (Greek: euangelion, meaning “good news”) is a reading prefaced with an acclamation and followed with a conclusion, where we 

praise the Lord Jesus Christ for His life-giving Word.  At the Gospel Annunciation (“Glory to You, O Lord”), we make a small cross with our 

thumb over our forehead, lips, and heart with the prayer, “God be in my head, on my lips, and in my heart.” 

21 The preacher typically begins the sermon with a prayer for illumination which comes from Psalm 19.14, “Let the words of my mouth and 

the meditation[s] of [all our] hearts be acceptable in your sight, O LORD, [our] rock and [our] redeemer.” 

22 In response to the preaching and teaching of God’s Word, we respond in song with prayer, praise, and thanksgiving. 
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† The Affirmation of Our Faith  The Apostles’ Creed23 

 PEOPLE I believe in God the Father Almighty, 

Creator of heaven and earth. 

  I believe in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord. 

He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit 

and born of the Virgin Mary. 

He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried. 

He descended into hell.24 

On the third day He rose again. 

He ascended into heaven, 

and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 

  I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy, catholic25 Church, 

the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. 

Amen. 

* The Prayers of the People26 
After each intercession: 

 Pastor …Lord, in Your mercy, 

 PEOPLE hear our prayer. 

† The Exchange and Fellowship of the Pax Domini27 

 Pastor The peace of the Lord be always with you. 

 PEOPLE And also with you. 

  

                                            
23 The Creed (Latin: credo) means “I believe.” The Apostles’ Creed is a statement of Christian belief that dates back to the middle of the 2nd-

century AD. It was and remains and integral part of the Sacrament of Holy Baptism. 

24 Some traditions translate this line to “He descended to the dead.” 
25 Greek: katholikos / Latin: catholicus, meaning “universal.” We confess that we belong to the holy – and whole – Christian church, as it 

confesses the wholeness of Christian doctrine. 

26 These prayers follow the directive of the Apostle Paul to make prayers, intercessions, and thanksgivings for everyone (1 Timothy 2.1-2). 

We begin asking for God’s help locally, praying for our own needs and the needs of our church and community, and then globally as we pray 

for the needs of the world. 

27 As a sign of forgiveness and reconciliation and in preparation for worthy reception of Holy Communion, you are invited to extend the Pax 

Domini (Latin: “Peace of the Lord”) by greeting those around you in the Name of Christ and saying, “Peace be with you” (Matthew 5.23-24; 

1 Corinthians 11.27-29; John 20.19; Romans 15.7; 1 Peter 5.14). 
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 The Music During the Reception of God’s Tithes and Our Offerings28 The Summer Choir 

  “If My People Will Prayer with Hear Our Prayer, O Lord” arranged by Keith Christopher 

  If My people, which are called by My Name, 

shall humble themselves and pray; 

If My people, which are called by My Name, 

shall seek My face and turn from their wicked ways. 

  Then will I hear from heaven, 

then will I hear and will forgive their sin. 

If My people, which are called by My Name, 

shall humble themselves and pray; 

I will forgive their sin and heal their land. 

  Hear our prayer, O LORD,  

hear our prayer, O LORD; 

Incline Thine ear to us, 

And grant us Thy peace. 

Words: 2 CHRONICLES 7.14 and PSALM 143.1; JIMMY OWENS 

Music: JIMMY OWENS and GEORGE WHELPTON 

© 2014 Hal Leonard Corporation 

† The Doxology at the Presentation of the Gifts29 OLD HUNDREDTH 

 

Words: THOMAS KEN (1637–1711), 1674 

Music: LOUIS BOURGEOIS (ca. 1510–1559), 1551 

                                            
28 In response to God’s command and as a sign of thanksgiving, we return to God the first-fruits of all that He has given and entrusted to our 

care and stewardship (Leviticus 27.30; Numbers 18.26; Mark 12.41-44). We give back to God in gratitude for what He has done for us and to 

support the work and ministry of His kingdom. 

29 A doxology (Greek: doxologia) is a short hymn of praise to God. This act of presentation to God enacts our self-offering and gratitude to 

God. 
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† The Offertory Prayer of Dedication30 

 Pastor Let us pray: 

Yours, O LORD, is the greatness, and the power, and the glory, and the victory, 

and the majesty: for everything in heaven and on earth is Yours; Yours is the 

Kingdom, O LORD, and You are exalted as Head above all.  All things come from 

You, O LORD, 

 PEOPLE And of Your own have we given You. (1 Chronicles 29.11, 14) 

MEAL
31 

† The Great Thanksgiving and Eucharistic Prayer of Consecration32 LBW Setting II, p. 88 

 

 Pastor It is right, our duty and our joy, always and everywhere to give thanks to You, Father 

Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth. 

  Through Jesus Christ our Lord, who on the first day of the week overcame death 

and the grave, and by His glorious resurrection opened to us the way of 

everlasting life. 

                                            
30 We ask the Lord’s blessing, even as we are called to bless others in Jesus’ Name. 

31 We feast around God’s Table as He invites us and nourishes and fellowships with His people. 

32 Holy Communion, or the Eucharist (Greek: eucharista, meaning “thanksgiving”), begins with the Great Thanksgiving which includes the 

Sursum Corda (Latin: “Lift up your hearts”), a greeting which dates back to the 3rd-century AD. A proper preface follows, after which we sing the 

Sanctus and Benedictus. The prayer of consecration that follows includes the Words of Institution (1 Corinthians 11) that Jesus spoke over the 

last Passover meal He celebrated with His disciples (Matthew 26). The prayer concludes with the Memorial Acclamation, Great Doxology, 

and Lord’s Prayer. In this meal, we receive the Real Presence of our Lord’s Body and Blood in, with, and under the forms of bread and wine 

(1 Corinthians 10.16). 
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  Therefore, with angels and archangels and with all the company of heaven, we laud 

and magnify Your glorious Name, evermore praising You and saying: 

† The Sanctus and Benedictus33  LBW Setting I, p. 69 

  

 Pastor Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth. In mercy for our fallen world You gave 

Your only Son, that all those who believe in Him should not perish, but have 

eternal life. We give thanks to You for the salvation You have prepared for us 

through Jesus Christ. 

  On the night when He was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and when He had 

given thanks, He broke it, and gave it to His disciples, saying: “This is My body, 

which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of Me.” Again, after supper, He 

took the cup, and when He had given thanks He gave it to them, saying, “Drink of 

it, all of you, for this is My blood of the New Covenant, which is poured out for 

you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Do this, as often as you drink it, in 

remembrance of Me.” 

  For as often as we eat this bread and drink this cup, we proclaim the Lord’s death 

until He comes again: 

 PEOPLE Christ has died. 

Christ is risen. 

Christ will come again! 

                                            
33 Sanctus (Latin: “Holy”; Isaiah 6.3; Revelation 4.8) and Benedictus (Latin: “Blessed”; Matthew 21.9). 
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 Pastor Therefore, gracious Father, with this bread and cup we remember the life our Lord 

offered for us. And, believing the witness of His resurrection, we await His 

coming in power to share with us the great and promised feast. 

 PEOPLE Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. 

 Pastor Send now, we pray, Your Holy Spirit, the spirit of our Lord and of His resurrection, 

that we who receive the Lord’s body and blood may live to the praise of Your 

glory and receive our inheritance with all Your saints in light. 

 PEOPLE Amen. Come, Holy Spirit. 

 Pastor Join our prayers with those of Your servants of every time and every place, and unite 

them with the ceaseless petitions of our great High Priest until He comes again as 

victorious Lord of all. 

 PEOPLE Through Him, with Him, and in Him, 

in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

all honor and glory is Yours, Almighty Father, 

now and forever. Amen. 

† The Lord’s Prayer 

 Pastor Lord Jesus, we ask that You would remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to 

pray: 

 PEOPLE Our Father, who art in Heaven, 

Hallowed be Thy Name. 

  Thy Kingdom come. 

Thy will be done on earth, 

as it is in Heaven. 

  Give us this day our daily bread. 

And forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us. 

  And lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from the evil one:34 

  For Thine is the Kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 

forever and ever. Amen. (Matthew 6.9-13, AKJV, alt.) 

† The Invitation to the Lord’s Table 

 Pastor Christ our Passover Lamb has been sacrificed, once for all upon the cross; 

 PEOPLE Therefore, let us keep the feast. (1 Corinthians 5.7-8) 

 Pastor Behold the Lamb of God, behold Him who takes away the sins of the world. (John 1.29) 

Blessed are those invited to the marriage supper of the Lamb. (Revelation 19.9) 

 

 

 

                                            
34 Traditionally, the Eastern Orthodox Church translates this line from the Greek as “from the evil one,” while the Western Church simply 

says “from evil,” because the Latin Vulgate offers no definite article like the Greek does. Therefore, the phrase “deliver us from the evil one” 

is a more faithful translation of the text from the original Greek manuscript. 
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† The Agnus Dei35  LBW Setting I, p. 72 

 

* The Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper 

 The Music During the Distribution of the Lord’s Supper 

  LBW, No. 225 “Lord Jesus Christ, We Humbly Pray” GRACE CHURCH 

  LBW, No. 226 “Draw Near and Take the Body of the Lord” COENA DOMINI  

                                            
35 Latin: “Lamb of God.” We affirm with John the Baptist that the Lord Jesus Christ is indeed the Lamb of God who takes away all our sins 

(John 1.29). 

All baptized Christians who seek God and a deeper relationship with Christ are welcome to receive the Lord’s body and 

blood in Holy Communion as we joyfully proclaim that Jesus Christ, crucified and risen, is truly present in, with, and under 

the forms of bread and wine for the forgiveness of sins, life, and salvation. 

Following the direction of the usher, you are invited forward to receive Holy Communion. 

To receive the bread, stand or kneel and the pastor will place the bread in the palm of your hand. 

To receive the wine, you may either guide the first chalice to your lips, or carefully dip the bread into the second chalice of 

wine or the third glass of grape juice. 

For gluten-free or allergen-free communion wafers, please make your need known to the clergy at the altar. 

Those who wish to have Holy Communion brought to them at their seat should notify an usher. 

“The body of Christ given for you.  Amen. / The blood of Christ shed for you.  Amen.” 

If it is not your custom to receive Communion, or if you prefer to receive a blessing instead, we invite you to come to the 

altar.  Please indicate your choice by crossing your arms over your chest and bow your head for a blessing.   

On the first and third Sundays, during the distribution of the Lord’s Supper, the laying on of hands and prayers for healing are 

offered in the corners of the Sanctuary. 
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† The Post-Communion Prayer 

 Pastor Let us pray: 

 PEOPLE We give You thanks, Almighty God, 

that You have refreshed us through the healing power of this gift of life; 

and we pray that in Your mercy You would strengthen us, through this 

gift, in faith toward You and in fervent love toward one another; 

for the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

SENDING
36 

† The Benediction37 

 Pastor Now may our Lord Jesus Christ Himself, and God our Father, who loved us and gave 

us eternal comfort and good hope through grace, comfort your hearts and 

establish them in every good work and word. And the blessing of Almighty God: 

the Father, the + Son, and the Holy Spirit, be among you, and remain with you 

always. (from 2 Thessalonians 2.16-17) 

 PEOPLE Amen. 

† The Recessional Hymn38  MELITA 

  No. 467 “Eternal Father, Strong to Save” 

(with congregational “AMEN” after final stanza) 

† The Commission and Dismissal39 

 Liturgist Let us go forth to worship and serve God in love and obedience. 

 PEOPLE Thanks be to God! (from 2 Corinthians 2.14) 

 The Postlude Joshua Starnes, organ 

† The Departure into the Mission Field 
Following the service, you are invited to join us in Café St. John for light refreshments and fellowship. 

 

Next Sunday’s Lessons (07 July): 

Judges 4.1-24; Psalm 18.1-6, 16-19; Hebrews 11.32–12.2; John 14.12-22 

                                            
36 We go forth in God’s Name to bless the world with His blessing and commission over us. 

37 At the conclusion of the meal, the Pastor speaks a benediction (Latin: benedictionem, meaning “blessing” or “good word”) over the 

congregation in the Triune Name of God. 

38 Just as Jesus and His disciples sang a hymn after celebrating the Passover meal, so we too sing praises to God (Matthew 26.30; Mark 14.26). 

39 After gathering together to worship God, we are called to go out to make disciples and declare God’s glory among the nations and His 

wonders to all the peoples of the world (Psalm 96). 
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