
The Joy of the LORD is Your Strength 
Nehemiah 8:1-12; January 27, 2019 

 
“the joy of the LORD is your strength” [Nehemiah 8.10] 

“Gospel”—euangelion—literally means “the joy news.” 
The Word of God is the only real and lasting joy.  

 
“What Satan put into the heads of our remote ancestors was the idea that they could ‘be like gods’—could set up on their own as if they had 
created themselves—be their own masters—invent some sort of happiness for themselves outside God, apart from God. And out of that 
hopeless attempt has come nearly all that we call human history—money, poverty, ambition, war, prostitution, classes, empires, slavery—the 
long terrible story of man trying to find something other than God which will make him happy. God cannot give us a happiness and peace 
apart from Himself, because it is not there. There is no such thing.” —C. S. Lewis, Mere Christianity, p. 49   
 

Are we joyful this morning? Intellectual vs. affectional atheism 
Today, let us rejoice and exclaim, “The joy of the LORD is my strength!” May it be so. 

 
Nehemiah 8.1-12, How the joy of the LORD comes to us 

 
Joy comes from gathering around the Word 

 
And all the people gathered as one man into the square before the Water Gate. And they told Ezra the scribe to 
bring the Book of the Law of Moses that the LORD had commanded Israel. So Ezra the priest brought the Law 
before the assembly, both men and women and all who could understand what they heard, on the first day of 
the seventh month.  
 

 The importance of the community gathering “as one man” in the Word 

 Ezra, scribe and priest, teaching unto understanding 

 The wall had been rebuilt and the temple restored, but the Word of God was their central focus, purpose, 
strength, security, authority, and identity 

 
 

[VDMA (Verbum Domini Manet in Aeternum), "The Word of the Lord Endures Forever," the motto of the Lutheran 
Reformation, based on 1 Peter 1:22–25—from Isaiah 40.8] 

 
Joy comes from paying attention to the Word  

 
And he read from it facing the square before the Water Gate from early morning until midday, in the presence 
of the men and the women and those who could understand. And the ears of all the people were attentive to 
the Book of the Law. And Ezra the scribe stood on a wooden platform that they had made for the purpose. 
And beside him stood Mattithiah, Shema, Anaiah, Uriah, Hilkiah, and Maaseiah on his right hand, and 
Pedaiah, Mishael, Malchijah, Hashum, Hashbaddanah, Zechariah, and Meshullam on his left hand.  
 

 Reading from a wooden platform for 6 hours—the Word read, and crucified 

 Leadership—ordained and lay—united in the Word: pastors, council, Sunday School teachers, Life Together 
leaders, Bible study teachers, etc. 

 
Joy comes from worshiping the Word 

 
And Ezra opened the book in the sight of all the people, for he was above all the people, and as he opened it all 
the people stood. And Ezra blessed the LORD, the great God, and all the people answered, “Amen, 
Amen,” lifting up their hands. And they bowed their heads and worshiped the LORD with their faces to the 
ground.  
 

http://www.biblegateway.com/devotionals/cs-lewis-daily/2014/04/09


 Praising God as an act of preparation to receive the joy of the Gospel 

 The embodiment of worship— from sitting to standing to raised hands to nostrils on the ground 
 

Joy comes from understanding the Word 
 
Also Jeshua, Bani, Sherebiah, Jamin, Akkub, Shabbethai, Hodiah, Maaseiah, Kelita, Azariah, Jozabad, Hanan, 
Pelaiah, the Levites, helped the people to understand the Law, while the people remained in their places. They 
read from the book, from the Law of God, clearly, and they gave the sense, so that the people understood the 
reading. And Nehemiah, who was the governor, and Ezra the priest and scribe, and the Levites who taught the 
people said to all the people, “This day is holy to the LORD your God; do not mourn or weep.” For all the 
people wept as they heard the words of the Law. Then he said to them, “Go your way. Eat the fat and drink 
sweet wine and send portions to anyone who has nothing ready, for this day is holy to our Lord. And do not be 
grieved, for the joy of the LORD is your strength.” So the Levites calmed all the people, saying, “Be quiet, for 
this day is holy; do not be grieved.” And all the people went their way to eat and drink and to send portions 
and to make great rejoicing, because they had understood the words that were declared to them.  
 

 To understand the Word is to recognize our absolute hopelessness in ourselves but then to understand our 
absolute hopefulness in Jesus, the Word. 

 “the joy of the Lord,” both the joy the LORD has in Himself and the joy He gives us  

 J.R.R. Tolkien, “On Fairy-Stories,” eucatastrophe, “the joyful catastrophe,” the tragedy that turns out to be a 
triumph, the sacrifice that turns out to bring joy, the weakness that ends up being strength, the defeat that ends 
up being victory—Jesus’ Death and Resurrection is the Eucatastrophe of all eucatastrophes 

 Joy comes from a Person, not circumstances—Habakkuk 3.17-19; Hebrews 12.2; James 1.2 

 “…the angel said to them, ‘Fear not, for behold, I bring you good news of great joy that will be for all the people. For unto you is 
born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is Christ the Lord.’” [Lk 2.10-11] What’s blocking us from 
understanding this Joy News, rejoicing in it, receiving it in the Eurcharist (“joyous thanksgiving ”), and taking it 
to others? These things I have spoken to you, that my joy may be in you, and that your joy may be full. [Jn 15.11] 

 


