
Desiring all people to see the LORD’s salvation 

Reflecting on Isaiah 53 as a key to evangelism; October 21, 2018 

 
Walking through Hartsfield Jackson, desiring all people to see the LORD’s salvation— 

 
Because he holds fast to me in love, I will deliver him; I will protect him, because he knows my 
name. When he calls to me, I will answer him; I will be with him in trouble; I will rescue him 
and honor him. With long life I will satisfy him and show him my salvation. [Ps 91.14-16] 
 
“The saying is trustworthy and deserving of full acceptance…Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners…” [1 Tim 1.15] 
“God our Savior…desires all people to be saved and to come to the knowledge of the truth. For there is one God, and there is one 
mediator between God and men, the man Christ Jesus, who gave himself as a ransom for all…”  
[1 Tim 2.3-6] 

 
How will people come to the knowledge of the truth about the God/Man, Jesus? 
 

Isaiah 53, the Old Testament’s premier passage for evangelism: 
 
Who has believed what he has heard from us? And to whom has the arm of the Lord been revealed? 
 

 Jesus, “the arm of Adonai,” rules, calls, redeems, and saves 

 The mystery of faith: Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 

 If you confess with your mouth, “Jesus is Lord,” and believe in your heart that God raised Him from the dead, 
you will be saved. [Rom 10.9] 

 
For he grew up before him like a young plant, and like a root out of dry ground; he had no form or majesty that 
we should look at him, and no beauty that we should desire him.  
 

 Jesus, beautiful to His Father but not in the eyes of the world 

 Paul, “middling, scanty, bowed, large eyes, unibrow, big nose” 

 It’s not about what we see but what we hear—and believe. 

 The horrifically beautiful cross  
 

He was despised and rejected by men, a man of sorrows and acquainted with grief; and as one from whom 
men hide their faces he was despised, and we esteemed him not. Surely he has borne our griefs and carried our 
sorrows; yet we esteemed him stricken, smitten by God, and afflicted.  
 

 Jesus didn’t receive His honor due. He knew pain, rejection, and suffering. People were embarrassed to look at 
Him. 

 We know Jesus most personally in suffering—in His and ours 
 

 
 
 
But he was pierced for our transgressions; he was crushed for our iniquities; upon him was the chastisement 
that brought us peace, and with his wounds we are healed.  
 

 The crucifixion of the Messiah; His substitutionary atonement for our sins  
 
All we like sheep have gone astray; we have turned—every one—to his own way; and the LORD has laid on 
him the iniquity of us all. 
 

 While we were still sinners, Christ died for us [Rom 5.8].  

 By Christ alone, by Christ alone, by Christ alone! 
 



He was oppressed, and he was afflicted, yet he opened not his mouth; like a lamb that is led to the 
slaughter, and like a sheep that before its shearers is silent, so he opened not his mouth. By oppression and 
judgment he was taken away; and as for his generation, who considered that he was cut off out of the land of 
the living, stricken for the transgression of my people? 
 

 Philip and the Ethiopian eunuch, Acts 8.30-35 

 John 19.9 
 

And they made his grave with the wicked and with a rich man in his death, although he had done no violence, 
and there was no deceit in his mouth. 
 

 John 19.31-37, Jesus is buried in a tomb provided by Joseph of Arimathea 
 

Yet it was the will of the LORD to crush him; he has put him to grief; when his soul makes an offering for 
guilt, he shall see his offspring; he shall prolong his days; the will of the LORD shall prosper in his hand. Out of 
the anguish of his soul he shall see and be satisfied; by his knowledge shall the righteous one, my 
servant, make many to be accounted righteous, and he shall bear their iniquities. 
Therefore I will divide him a portion with the many, and he shall divide the spoil with the strong, because he 
poured out his soul to death and was numbered with the transgressors; yet he bore the sin of many, and makes 
intercession for the transgressors.  
 

 Who was responsible for the death of Jesus, Son of God? Not the Jews, not the Romans, but God the Father. 
This proves the awful, wonderful, jarring, amazing, saving truth about the love of the Father. He crushed His Son 
for us.  

 But…BUT!...the Father then raised His Son in the resurrection from the dead. 

 Now Jesus “makes intercession” for our sakes—Jn 17.9, Rom 8.34, 1 Tim 2.5, Heb 7.25, 1 Jn 2.1. He is 
continually praying for us before His Father.  

 
Isaiah 53 “ought to be written on parchment of gold and lettered in diamonds,” Luther 

 
 
 

 


