
Daniel 1: 
Living Faithfully in a Pagan World 

I. The Current Situation 
A. Example of Ontario 
B. The Western culture is facing the greatest spiritual crisis 

since the fall of the Roman Empire.  
II. Daniel: The Call to Live Faithfully in Babylon 

A. Timeline 
1. 722 BC Northern Kingdom falls to Assyria. 
2. 605 BC First exiles from Judah to Babylon. This 

includes Daniel and his friends. 
3. 597 BC Second attack on Judah and more exiles taken. 
4. 587 BC Jerusalem is sacked, temple destroyed, last 

group of exiles. 
5. 538 BC Babylon falls to Persia. King Cyrus begins 

sending exiles home. 
6. 536 BC Daniel has his final vision. He compiles his 

works (Book of Daniel) and dies shortly afterwards. 
7. 516 BC temple is reconstructed and worship resumes 

in Jerusalem. 
B. The Book 

1. 12 Chapters 
a) First 6 chapters are stories of Daniel and his 

friends. 
b) Last 6 chapters are Daniel’s visions. 

2. Themes 
a) God’s Law 

(1) Law breaking led to exile. 
(2) Daniel remains faithful to the law even in 

Babylon. 
b) Gospel/God’s Messianic Kingdom 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c) God is Supremely Sovereign 
(1) Over nations 
(2) Over rulers 
(3) Over those in exile 

III. This Morning’s Passage: Daniel 1 
A. Daniel resists full assimilation to Babylonian culture. The 

king’s food would have defiled Daniel. It was not kosher 
and it had been sacrificed to pagan gods. 

1. His concern was about faithfulness to God! 
2. It is crucial that we have this same resolve. We too live 

as foreigners and exiles in a pagan world.  
3. This is no easy task. We need the God-given wisdom 

of Daniel to be able to discern the messages of our 
culture. We need to critically think about movies, 
songs, books, TV shows, political speeches, and even 
sermons! Take nothing for granted, because no 
message/media is neutral. 

4. Ultimate concern: How to be in the world and not of 
the world (Jn 17:16). 

B. The Good News of Daniel 1 
1. God is sovereign. He “gave” Jehoiakim to Neb. He 

“gave” Daniel favor. He “gave” him wisdom. And 
now, He has given his only Son for you! 

2. Jesus has overcome the world by his cross, death, and 
resurrection.  

3. This is comforting because it means that God will 
never abandon us in a Babylon.  

Take Away 
God, who was faithful to Daniel in the exile, was faithful to the 

world in Jesus Christ and will continue to be faithful to us by the 
presence and power of His Holy Spirit until Jesus returns.   
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