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Preface 

 

The importance of last words 

Malachi, “the messenger,” the last Word of God for 400 years 

The Lord’s relentless pursuit of covenant: God is faithful—forever! 

“I have loved you,” says the LORD. But you say, “How have you loved us?”(1.2) 

 

Six ways God enters into a covenant with us, according to Malachi 

 

God’s covenant with the nation 

 

For I am a great King, says the LORD of hosts, and my name will be feared among 

the nations. (1.14) 

  

Does God deal with America as a nation? Is there a “national covenant”? 

 

“I recall hearing a number of older people offer the following explanation 

for the great disasters that had befallen Russia: Men have forgotten God; 

that's why all this has happened.” (A. Solzhenitsyn reflecting on the 

catastrophic consequences of the Russian revolution) 

 
A few thoughts about what last Tuesday’s election means 

 

God’s covenant with His ministers, the priests 

 

For the lips of a priest should guard knowledge, and people should seek 

instruction from his mouth, for he is the messenger of the LORD of hosts. But you 

have turned aside from the way. You have caused many to stumble by your 

instruction. You have corrupted the covenant…(2.7-9) 

 

 The installation and ordination next Sunday of Myles Pursley Hixson 

 
 The damage caused by pastors/priests/messengers abrogating the Word 

 

 Praying for all “messengers of the LORD of hosts” 

 

God’s covenant with His people in worship 

 

Judah has been faithless, and abomination has been committed in Israel and in 

Jerusalem. For Judah has profaned the sanctuary of the LORD…(2.11) 

 

Worship is a “covenant renewal” ceremony: our sacrifice of thanksgiving 

for the one and eternal sacrifice of Jesus the Messiah for our forgiveness 

 
Worship as a way of life: tithes, marriage, neighborliness, justice  

 

God’s covenant with His people in marriage and family 

 

…[The LORD] no longer regards the offering or accepts it with favor from your 

hand…Because the LORD was witness between you and the wife of your youth, to 

whom you have been faithless, though she is your companion and your wife by 

covenant. Did he not make them one, with a portion of the Spirit in their union? 

And what was the one God seeking? Godly offspring…So guard yourselves… 

For the man who does not love his wife but divorces her… covers his garment with 

violence…” (2.14-16) 

 

 Marriage, the key point of attack against the Word in the 21st century 

 

 Family, the importance for church, home, and nation 

 

 The LORD seeks “Godly offspring”—how are we raising our children? 
 

 Praying for our search for our next Children’s Minister 

 

God’s covenant with His people through justice 

 

You have wearied the LORD with your words…By saying, ‘Everyone who does evil 

is good in the sight of the LORD, and he delights in them.’ Or by asking,  ‘Where is 

the God of justice?’…Then I will draw near to you for judgment. I will be a swift 

witness against the sorcerers, against the adulterers, against those who swear 

falsely, against those who oppress the hired worker in his wages, the widow and 

the fatherless, against those who thrust aside the sojourner, and do not fear me, 

says the LORD of hosts.”(2.17-3.5) 

 

 How we treat our neighbors is how we treat God. 

 

 Obedience to God leads to true righteousness in daily living. 

 

God’s fulfillment of the covenant through Jesus, the Messiah 

 

“Behold, I send my messenger, and he will prepare the way before me. And the 

Lord whom you seek will suddenly come to his temple; and the messenger of the 

covenant in whom you delight, behold, he is coming, says the LORD of hosts…I 

will send you Elijah the prophet before the great and awesome day of 

the  LORD comes…And he will turn the hearts of fathers to their children and the 

hearts of children to their fathers, lest I come and strike the land with a decree of 

utter destruction.”(3.1-4.6) 

 

 Elijah…John the Baptist…”Prepare ye the way of the Lord!” 

 

 The Lord has come. He is faithful to His promise. May our hearts be turned. 

 

God is faithful—forever! 
 


