
The Two Resurrections 
Easter Sunday, April 1, 2018; 1 Corinthians 15.1-20 

 
Easter is the proclamation of the two resurrections of the body from the dead:  

of Jesus and of everyone who is in Jesus, as 1 Corinthians 15 teaches us. 
 

I.The bodily resurrection from the dead of Jesus Christ 
 
Now I would remind you, brothers, of the gospel I preached to you, which you 
received, in which you stand, and by which you are being saved, if you hold fast 
to the word I preached to you—unless you believed in vain. For I delivered to 
you as of first importance what I also received: that Christ died for our sins in 
accordance with the Scriptures, that he was buried, that he was raised on the 
third day in accordance with the Scriptures, and that he appeared to Cephas, 
then to the 12. Then he appeared to more than 500 brothers at one time, most of 
whom are still alive, though some have fallen asleep. Then he appeared to 
James, then to all the apostles. Last of all, as to one untimely born, he appeared 
also to me. For I am the least of the apostles, unworthy to be called an apostle, 
because I persecuted the church of God. But by the grace of God I am what I 
am, and his grace toward me was not in vain… 
 

The earliest summation of the gospel, 53 AD: 
Christ died for our sins; He was buried; He was raised on the third day; He appeared to Peter and to 

many, in accordance with the Scriptures. 
 

Something happened on Easter, that can’t be denied: 
the empty tomb; the testimony of the eyewitnesses; the impact on Jesus’ followers. 

 
II. The bodily resurrection from the dead of all in Christ by faith and baptism 

 
Now if Christ is proclaimed as raised from the dead, how can some of you say 
that there is no resurrection of the dead? But if there is no resurrection of the 
dead, then not even Christ has been raised. And if Christ has not been raised, 
then our preaching is in vain and your faith is in vain. We are even found to be 
misrepresenting God, because we testified about God that he raised Christ, 
whom he did not raise if it is true that the dead are not raised. For if the dead are 
not raised, not even Christ has been raised. And if Christ has not been raised, 
your faith is futile and you are still in your sins. Then those also who have fallen 
asleep in Christ have perished. If in Christ we have hope in this life only, we are 
of all people most to be pitied. But in fact Christ has been raised from the 
dead, the firstfruits of those who have fallen asleep. 
 

The resurrection of Christ’s body and ours is a package deal (see also Rom 6). 
 

Saying positively the six ways Christ’s resurrection and ours are eternally bound: 
1. Christ’s resurrection means everyone in Christ will be resurrected.  
2. Our faith in Jesus Christ and in His resurrection is well founded. 

3. The apostles teach the truth. 
4. Our sins are forgiven. 

5. Those who have died in Christ have not perished.  
6. We are to be envied in such a way that others are drawn to Christ. 
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