
Advent—From Death to Life; Darkness to Light 
Advent 1, December 3, 2017, Mark 13.33-37 

 
“It's the most wonderful time of the year…It's the hap-happiest season of all,” well, not exactly. 
Advent, a season of death to life, darkness to light, God prepping us for eternity— 

Is 64, in our sins we have been a long time, and shall we be saved? Ps 80, 

Restore us, O God; let your face shine, that we may be saved! 1 Cor 1, you  
wait for the revealing of our Lord Jesus Christ, who will sustain you to the 
end…Mk 13,  Be on guard, keep awake. For you do not know when the time 
will come…Stay awake. 

Passion for life now must never squelch our passion—and readiness—for life eternally. 
Scripture’s salvation history is the story of “death to life.” 

 The sin of Adam and Eve: covered by the death of animals 

 God’s covenant with Abraham: the cutting in half of the animals 

 Exodus: the blood of the lamb 

 Isaiah 52/53: the crucifixion of the Messiah Jesus 

 Mark: built around Jesus’ three announcements of His death (8,9,10) 

 The life of discipleship: “let him deny himself and take up his cross and follow 
me…whoever loses his life for my sake and the gospel’s will save it” 

 The Last Supper: “this is my body…this my blood” 

 The Crucifixion: the death of the Savior for the sins of the world 

 Paul: “I decided to know nothing among you except Jesus Christ and him 
crucified.”  

 Heaven: The Marriage Supper of the Lamb who was slain  
 
When Jesus looks at us, He always sees through us to our eternity. What do we see? 
C.S. Lewis, The Weight of Glory: “You have never talked to a mere mortal.” 
Dealing with death—our eternity—is the most important thing we can ever do. 
More than anything else Jesus asks from the Father for you, He wants you to be with 
Him forever. (Jn 17). That’s why He warns us this morning: Stay awake. 
 
The wise think about death often (Ps 90.12). It moves them to think about heaven.  
But in Mere Christianity Lewis laments that we haven’t been trained to want heaven:  
“Our whole education tends to fix our minds on this world…When the real want for Heaven is present 
in us, we do not recognize it. Most people, if they had really learned to look into their own hearts, would 
know that they do want, and want acutely, something that cannot be had in this world. There are all 
sorts of things in this world that offer to give it to you, but they never quite keep their promise. . . . If we 
find ourselves with a desire that nothing in this world can satisfy, the most probable explanation is that 
we were made for another world.” 

 
It’s the spiritual battle against secularism (Holyoake, 1851). Secularism is expecting to 
wake up in your bed tomorrow morning. It’s placing all hope and concern in this 
seculum. Sadly, our churches have done more to help us cope with this life and less to 
help us prepare for the next. So secularism has grown even in the church. Paul exposes 
the hopelessness of secularism in 1 Thess 4.13-5.11. Paul’s answer is that Christians do 
have a hope: the dead are alive in Jesus! Our hope is bound forever in the life, death, 
and resurrection of Jesus Christ. Is Christ our this Advent season? 
 
Staying awake in the hope we have in Jesus from death to life, from darkness to 

light is the call and purpose of Advent. 
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