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To worship and serve God in love and obedience 

SUNDAY WORSHIP SERVICES: 
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CONTEMPORARY:  8:15, 11:00, AND 5:00 P.M. 
SUNDAY SCHOOL 9:45 A.M. 

 
November 6, 2011 

Pastor's Pen 
 
 

Dear St. John family and friends, 
 
 As I write this letter, I am filled with both sadness and joy.  I am writing to inform you 
that we have accepted a call to join the staff of First Lutheran Church in White Bear Lake, Minne-
sota as Pastor of Youth and Family ministries.  This new opportunity came as a huge surprise for 
our family as we were not seeking a new job.   We love the St. John church family dearly and are 
very grateful for the three and a half years we have served here.  We are very sad to leave the 
deep bonds at St. John, especially with our family, staff, and youth.   

 However, God has given us this unexpected opportunity and after much prayer and 
consideration, we believe He is leading us to this new step of faith.  The gifts that God has been 
growing in us are a great fit for the role they have created for us at First Lutheran.  In addition to 
working for church, I will also have the opportunity to help prepare future leaders through the 
seminary I have been attending in Minneapolis, the Master’s Institute. Danielle will also have ac-
cess to more education and job possibilities, and First Lutheran hosts a Christian school where our 
children can learn and grow at a reduced price.  It truly is an amazing opportunity for our whole 
family! 

 While we grieve the loss of serving with St. John, we also ask for your prayers as we 
move to a new place with our young family.  Part of the beauty of the Church is that we always 
remain connected by the Spirit of Jesus even when we are apart.  We will miss St. John greatly, 
and we would like to make the most of the time we have remaining here serving in God’s King-
dom.  Our hope and prayer is that youth and young adults at St. John would grow in deeper 
commitment to Christ and one another through this transition, and that more adults would an-
swer the call to invest in youth for Christ’s Kingdom.  Our last day at St. John will be Dec 31st, and 
I will start my new role in Minnesota on Jan 15th.   

 I want to encourage you to come out to support and celebrate with the children and 
young people for our Fall Music Fest on Nov. 16 from 6 to 7:30pm.  We will be having Cross-
Roads dinner at normal time (5:15-6pm), and then having a time of music and worship songs led 
by children, youth, and young adults.  There will also be some great items auctioned off to sup-
port the youth mission trip to Puerto Rico. Hope to see you there.   
 
 
Peace and Love in Christ, 
 
Corey Paxton 



ROANOKE COLLEGE DISCUSSION.  The Center for 
Religion and Society at Roanoke College will present a set 
of reflections on “The Promise and Peril of Bio-
technological Advance in Medicine.” The topic will be 
addressed by James Peterson, Schumann Professor of 
Christian Ethics and author of Changing Human Nature: 
Ecology, Ethics, Genes, and God and Fritz Oehlschlaeger, 
Professor of English at Virginia Tech and author of Procre-
ative Ethics. The lectures and ensuing conversation will be 
held on November 10th at Antrim Chapel on the 
campus of Roanoke College at 5:00 p.m. Tickets are 
not required. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

THERE WILL BE A TRAINING SESSION 
FOR ALL CURRENT AND PROSPECTIVE 
USHERS AND GREETERS on Sunday, No-
vember 6th at 12:30 p.m. in the Sanctuary. 

There is new information that is very important for all 
ushers to be aware of. Please plan to attend this very short 
(<30 minutes max.) session if you are currently an usher 
or if you would like to become an usher in either the tra-
ditional or the contemporary services.  
 

 
INTERESTED IN CONSIDERING 
CHURCH MEMBERSHIP? We invite you to 
join Pastor Mark and other church leaders in 
our next Inquirer's Seminar, a three-week class 
focused on Lutheran Christianity and St. John's 

particular mission and ministry. We meet 6:00—7:15 
p.m. at the church on October 26th, November 
2nd, and November 9th.  New member Sunday will be 
November 13th. 

CONGREGATIONAL MEETING  
NOVEMBER 13, 12:30 P.M. 

 
On Sunday, November 13th, at 12:30 p.m., we will have our annual Fall 
meeting of the congregation. The main order of business will be to discuss 
and vote on the proposed 2012 spending plan for ministry and mission.  Every-
one will receive a copy of the proposed budget through the mail before Novem-
ber 13th.  If you don’t receive yours, contact the church office.  Also, please re-
member to bring the document with you on the 13th so you’ll have it to refer-
ence.  Our votes and input into congregational meetings are essential! 

PLEASE NOTE!  There’s a change in 
the newsletter deadlines for the De-
cember/January issues!  We will have a 
combined December/January issue and the 
deadline for this combined issue is Fri-
day, November 11th.  Please email your 

articles to newsletter@stjohnlutheran.org or put a paper 
copy in the newsletter box in the church office. 
 
 
NEW DIRECTORIES ARE HERE!!  If you haven’t 
picked up a new copy yet, pick one up the next time 
you’re at church.  They’re in a box marked “Directories” 
located in the narthex and great room. 
 
 
CHRISTMAS POINSETTIAS!  If you’d like to 
purchase one or more poinsettias to help deco-
rate the sanctuary and great room during the 
Christmas season, please sign up on the Poinsettia 
flower chart posted on the bulletin board outside 
the church office.  The cost for each plant is $6.00.  You 
may pick up your poinsettias after the 10:00 p.m. Christ-
mas Eve service is over. 
 
 
2011 ALTAR FLOWERS—The 2011 altar flower 
charts—one for the sanctuary services and one for the 8:15 
and 11:00 contemporary services—are posted on the bulle-
tin board outside the church office.  The cost of flowers for 
the sanctuary services is $40.00 and the cost for the 11:00 
contemporary service flowers is $20.00. 
 

 
TIME CHANGE.  Change your clocks back one 
hour before you go to bed on Saturday evening, 
November 5th. 



SCRIPTURE READINGS  
 

November 6th 
 

Revelation 7.9-17......................................... Psalm 34.1-22 
1 John 3.1-3 .............................................. Matthew 5.1-12 

 
November 13th 

 
Zephaniah 1.7-18 ......................................... Psalm 90.1-12 
1 Thessalonians 5.1-11 ............................ Matthew 25.14-30 

 
November 20th 

 
Ezekiel 34.11-24 ............................................. Psalm 95.1-7 
Ephesians 1.15-23 .................................. Matthew 25.31-46 

 
November 27th 

 
Isaiah 64.1-9 ................................................ Psalm 80.1-19 
1 Corinthians 1.3-9 ......................................Mark 13.24-37 

 
 
 
 
 

 
STEWARDSHIP COMMITMENT  

SUNDAY—NOVEMBER 6TH 
 
Stewardship of our time and resources is an integral, nec-
essary part of our walk with Jesus Christ, and our financial 
commitments to the Lord’s work are an intentional act of 
worship.  Therefore, commitments of financial support by 
the St. John congregation will be brought forward to the 
altar during worship services on November 6th as an act 
of praise and thanksgiving. 
 
This year we are asked to seriously and prayerfully consid-
er two separate financial commitments.   
 

First, we will each receive a Walk with Jesus 
card providing for commitments to the ongoing life and 
work of St. John in 2012, including its many mission sup-
port commitments here and around the world.  We ask 
that everyone complete and return this card whether or 
not you decide to make a specific financial commitment.   

 
Second, each will receive a Burn the Note card 

providing for a two year (2012 and 2013) commitment to 
paying off our existing mortgage when it comes due in 
2013.  This Capital Campaign is in addition to regular giv-
ing and is intended to relieve the congregation of large 
loan payments, currently totaling $123,000 each year, 
thus making these funds available for mission and ministry 
activities. 
 
The two commitment cards and further information were 
mailed to each household in October.  Additional cards 
are available at the church.  The cards may be returned by 
mail, given to Mike Agee in the church office, or placed in 
the offering at any service, but we ask that every ef-
fort be made to return them by Commitment Sun-
day, November 6th. 
 
In our recent study of Ephesians, the Apostle Paul stressed 
the importance of spiritual unity and maturity within the 
church.  The Stewardship of Life Ministry encourages the 
entire St. John community to exercise such spiritual unity 
and maturity when considering future financial support 
commitments.  Certainly, God expects no less than a seri-
ous, prayerful decision on such matters from each of us, 
his beloved children. 

Charlie Ross & Doug Ross 
Co-chairmen Stewardship of Life Ministry 

 
IT WAS A BLESS-
ING to have Kris-
ten Fischer as our 
guest speaker last 
month.  She shared 
her faith walk at a 
Lutheran retreat in Washington State, called 
Holden Village. 

This month our guest speakers will be Elijah 
and Kerris Mwitanti.  They will tell us their 
story and share their experiences in Zambia 
and the United States.  Elijah will tell us about 
the “wedding dress” project and maybe we 
can find one for their next trip to Zambia!  
We’ll be having “Zambia Chicken” and anoth-
er surprise dish, so help out by bringing a side 
dish to compliment the chicken.  As always, 
it’s good to see each of your smiling faces, to 
share God’s Word with you, and to enrich our 
lives through the faith of others.  See you on 
November 17th! 

Remember to collect items for the “love bags” 
going to Zambia:  quart size zip-lock bags, dial 
soaps, washcloths, toothpaste/toothbrushes, 
pens, pencils, erasures, and small Bibles.  Start 
now so we can reach our goal! 

Go Seniors!!!!  God bless you all! 

Cheri and Joanne 



SUNDAY MORNING COFFEE 
HOUR—Café St. John is enjoyed by many 
people before and after Sunday School.  
To help provide for this ministry, if your 
last name begins with one of the following 

letters, please bring some food to share for the Coffee 
Hour.  This can be anything from fruit, cheeses, low fat 
milk, to cookies or other finger foods. 

November 6—Letters S, T 
November 13—Letters U, V 
November 20—Letters W, X 
November 27—Letters Y, Z 

Also, if you are interested in helping out with this ministry 
beyond just bringing in food, call Debra Phillips for 
more information. 
 

 
Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,  

Greetings from the Puget Sound-
Washington. Your gift of 72 NRSV 
Bibles found their way to Everett this 

morning. Many thanks for your generosity. We will "re-
dedicate" them on Reformation Sunday. Then, we will 
immediately put them to use as folks will be asked to read 
John 8:31-36 together. This will be a great way for us to 
focus on the strong "Word Alone" message Luther made 
known nearly 500 years ago. God's Word is our great 
heritage...not synods or bishops or theologians from other 
realms. This will be our first Reformation Sunday as one of 
280 congregations of the North American Lutheran 
Church. (And, out here in the pagan west, we also have a 
close relationship with our friends in the LCMC.)  Please 
forward our thanks to your congregation for the generous 
gift shared with us. On behalf of our "mission outpost": 

Grace to you and Peace, 
Pastor Jack Richards 

Prince of Peace Lutheran Church and Preschool NALC 
9320 Meadow Way Everett, Washington98208 

www.pplc.org 
 
 
 
 
 
 

♦  

WE NEED MORE DONATIONS 
FOR THE SILENT AUCTION!  If 
you have a service or goods you’d like 
to donate to the silent auction, or work 
for a company who would consider 
donating one of their products or ser-
vices, please contact Mary Bu-

tenschoen.  See the partial list of donations on the next 
page.   
 
 
INCLEMENT WEATHER POLICY.  In 
general, we will follow the lead of the 
Faith Christian School in Roanoke. If FCS 
schools are closed, then the following ac-
tivities are also cancelled: 

R Crossroads Activities 
R Advent and Lenten services 
R All recreational activities 
R All daytime activities 

If you are unsure about the status of a particular activity, 
please contact the church and listen to the recording or 
access the ministry or staff member mailbox for specific 
information.  Sunday services are decided on a case by 
case basis. The church recording will provide the latest 
information. If a decision is made to cancel services, the 
recording will be updated, and notification will be made 
to WDBJ (Channel 7) and WSLS (Channel 10).  
 

 
IMPORTANT INFORMATION 
ABOUT YEAR-END CONTRI-
BUTIONS! As we approach the 
end of calendar year 2011, please 
take special note of the following 
information from the IRS regarding 
year-end contributions to St. John. 
In order for your contribution 
check to be credited to 2011, it 

must have a December date and be received in the church 
office or put in the offering plate no later than December 
31st. 

● If your check is written and dated in December, but 
not mailed or deposited in the offering plate until Jan-
uary, it is a 2012 contribution. 

● If you put a check in the January offering plate, but it 
is backdated to December, it is a 2012 contribution. 

● If your check is written and deposited in December, 
but it is post-dated to January 2012, it is a 2011 contri-
bution. 



 

Fall Music Fest and Silent Auction:  

Wednesday, November 16th, 6:00-7:30 p.m.  

Join us for a night of festive music and fellowship to celebrate all we have 
to be thankful for! The children will present their fall program, led by Vicki Paxton, with original 
songs by Keith Reed, and the youth and young adults will lead us in a time of worship. Dessert and cof-
fee will be served by the youth, and we will have a silent auction in the back of the great room to support 
the youth’s first overseas mission trip to Puerto Rico. 
 
If you would like to donate an item or a service, please contact Mary Butenschoen 
(butema@gmail.com).  The following items have been donated: 

• Items donated by church members 

• Brambleton Imports—Car washes 

• Babies & Children—blanket 

• Jewell’s Fine Jewelry—Pandora bracelet and 
charm 

• Custom cake—Lisa Whitaker 

• Gardening and $75 in plants—Mary Bu-
tenschoen 

• Babysitting: youth 

• Yard/House work: youth 

• Rolled wooden turning bowl: Alan McCellan 

• Northwest Hardware—Zip Snip 

• Grand Furniture—two lamps 

• Davidson’s—two $25 gift certificates 

• Deb’s Lemonade—10 gift certificates 

• Dr. Brisley—donated eye exam 

• Dr. Ross—donated teeth whitening 

• Christy’s—$25 gift certificate 

• Gift Niche—Boyd’s Bear 

• Buffalo Wildwings—two $5 gift certificates 

• Chuck E. Cheese's - Gift Card good for Large 
Pizza, 2 drinks and 20 game tokens 

• Hair Mania - Haircut 

• Dunkin' Donuts - coupon for dozen donuts 
or 45 munchkins 

• Allura—basket with skincare and certificate for 
microderm abrasion or ultrasonic facial 

• Lee Hi-Lanes—bowling gift certificates 

• Skate Center—skating gift certificates 

• Walkabout Outfitters—T-shirt 

• Les Cheveaux Salon—two pink hair extension 
certificates 

• Super Cuts 

• Ferguson Lighting—2 lights 

• Family Bookstores—nativity and drawstring 
bags 

• Christmas tree with handmade Chrismon or-
naments  

• Burger in the Square - two $25 gift cards  

• Sportsman's Liquidation—Cap, cutting board  

• Joran's—gift certificate  

• KidsDineFree.net - 2 gift cards 

• garden flags with a message 

• Thirty One products—Jane Hazlegrove 

• Bamboo Gives Back—t-shirts and Silpada $25 
gift certificate 

• RAFFLE:  Homemade Virginia Tech Football 
quilt: Cathie Ostermann.  We will be selling 
raffle tickets throughout the fall for this item 
and announce the winner at the Fall Fest. 

 

….plus more!!! 




