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Pastor's Pen 
What Happens After Ephesians? 

 
A person in the congregation asked me recently, “So, what happens after the six week series on Ephesians ends? 
What’s the end goal of this study?” 
 
They’re legitimate questions. Perhaps more of us are also wondering about them since our time with Ephesians 
in sermons and small group gatherings will soon be coming to a close. 
 
I don’t think the planning team for this six week emphasis fully articulated “the end goal” when they first start-
ed meeting. But now that we’ve been into it for several weeks, I could offer some answers at this point. I can 
name a number of end goals, I believe. 
 
I hold to the goal that more of us will come closer to Christ in our walk with Him. Paul uses the expression “in 
Christ” 46 times in this one letter. I hope we see ourselves united in Jesus’ life, death, and resurrection all the 
more. 
 
I hold to the goal that more of us will come closer to one another in this part of the household of God called 
“St. John.” To know ourselves to be “in Christ” brings us at the same time to know ourselves more tightly knit 
together in unity than we ever imagined. 
 
I hold to the goal that more of us will share the gospel of Jesus Christ with more of our neighbors, friends, and 
strangers alike. If we are doing this Ephesians study only for ourselves, how ultimately selfish that would be! 
But if we’re engaging in the Word so that we might be able to speak the Word in speech and actions to others, 
then it will have been a holy endeavor. 
 
I hold to the goal that more of us will receive a refreshment of the Holy Spirit through these weeks. As we 
drink more deeply from the well of God’s truth, so the Lord replenishes the joy and beauty and hope and con-
fidence we have in Him in our souls. 
 
I hold to the goal that more of us will come to receive and give the love of Christ. Paul concludes the letter by 
praying, “Grace be with all who love our Lord Jesus Christ with love incorruptible.” Whoa! Listen to that 
again: love incorruptible.  
 
Wouldn’t that be something, if more of us loved Jesus with a love that would not be broken or replaced or 
diminished or corrupted by our love of the world or material possessions or immorality or lack of faith or any-
thing less than absolute trust in and obedience to Christ? 
 
What happens now? Well, since you asked, those are a few of my answers. 
 

In Christ, 
 

Mark 



ALTAR FLOWERS.  Thank you to 
all who have given flowers for the 
Lord’s altar. If you have a special re-
quest for specific flowers, please call 
me a week prior to the date you des-
ignated. In addition, if you would like 
your arrangements following the ser-
vices, please pick them up by 4:00 
p.m. Tuesday. There are a few dates 
on the flower calendar that have not 

yet been filled. Please contact me if you have any con-
cerns. Kathleen Cartner, 989-8110. 
 
 
ALL SAINTS’ DAY IS SUNDAY, NO-
VEMBER 6TH.  If you have a family 
member or loved one who went home to 
be with the Lord in the past year and 
would like them remembered in a prayer 
of thanksgiving on All Saints’ Sunday, 
please submit their name(s) along with your own to the 
church office by Monday, October 24th. 
 
 
REMEMBER THE ST. JOHN CHURCH RETREAT IS 
October 28th—30th at the 4-H Center at Smith Moun-
tain Lake.  Our focus during this retreat is on relationships.  
Joy Fuller will speak to the women (married and single) 
and Tad Fisher will speak to the men (married and single). 
We also have special topics for our youth which will be 
led by Corey and our younger youth will be led by 
Lynne.  If you have questions, please contact either Jim-
my Whitaker or Gerry McDermott. 
 
 

OTHER DATES TO REMEMBER: 
 

● REFORMATION SUNDAY:  Octo-
ber 30th 

● TIME CHANGE.  Change your clocks 
back one hour before you go to bed on Sat-
urday evening, November 5th. 

● INTERFAITH HOSPITALITY guests:  November 
6-13th 

● UPCOMING CONGREGATIONAL MEETING:  
The agenda will be the 2012 budget.  Date and more 
information  to be announced in the November news-
letter. 

● COMMUNITY THANKSGIVING SERVICE—
Wednesday, November 23rd (no Crossroads that 
evening).  Location and time to be announced. 

NEW BIBLES FOR THE SANCTUARY!  
With deepest appreciation, we want to thank 
Cindy and Dan Hodges for their gift of 
new Bibles for the sanctuary. These new Eng-
lish Standard Version (ESV) translation Bibles, 
with bright blue covers, will now help us 
realize our hope to have the ESV Bible as our 
main translation throughout the church  

building for use in worship, Bible study, and general Chris-
tian education. Now we can literally be on the same page 
together as we read and study God's Word! The ESV is 
one of the most popular translations among evangelical 
churches of all denominations. It offers a literal translation 
of the original languages of Scripture while also maintain-
ing an understandable and a beautiful rendering of the 
English. Most of these new ESV Bibles have already arrived 
and are now being used in the sanctuary, but the complete 
shipment will come later this month. Cindy and Dan are 
gracious and generous to make such a large gift available 
to us all. They've long had a great love for the study of the 
Word of God, having led a Bible study in their home for 
many years and participating fully in all of our Christian 
education ministries. They give this gift to the glory of 
God and with the prayer that all of us will take up our 
Bibles and read, that the Holy Spirit might deepen our 
faith, hope, joy, and obedience. 
 
 
THE MINISTRY OF THE 
ADULT CHOIR expands to wel-
come those members of St. John 
who would enjoy the chance to 
share their musical gift in song 
and worship. There will be of-
fered a “Worship Emersion” course lasting 7 weeks this 
Advent and Christmas. The course will start Wednes-
day evening, November 16th from 7.15 – 9.15 p.m. 
in the sanctuary. The course will be taught each 
Wednesday evening and culminate with the Christ-
mas Eve Service, December 24th, at 10:00 p.m. in 
the Sanctuary. “Worship Emersion” will involve instruc-
tion for those who would like to learn or continue to 
learn to sing. There will be a seminar taught about the 
church year where we will learn about the season of Ad-
vent/Christmas as it pertains to our worship experience at 
St. John. Anyone interested in participating in this course, 
please contact the Minister of Music, Keith Reed, at 
540.204.1810. 
 

 

PRAISE AND WORSHIP TEAM 
JAM SESSION.  Sunday, Novem-
ber 6th, from 12:30—4:00 p.m. in 
the great room.  If you have ever been 

interested in being a part of the Praise & Worship Team, 
now is the time to come and try it out!! Light snacks and 
drinks will be provided. We will spend the afternoon play-
ing through a variety of songs, both old and new. So plan 
to stay after the 11:00 service and enjoy an afternoon of 
worship through music. Please RSVP to MarLane in the 
church office if you plan to attend. 



 
Fall Music Fest and Silent Auction:  

Wednesday, November 16th, 6:00-7:30 p.m.  

Join us for a night of festive music and fellowship to celebrate all we have 
to be thankful for! The children will present their fall program, led by Vicki 
Paxton, with original songs by Keith Reed, and the youth and young 
adults will lead us in a time of worship. Dessert and coffee will be served by 
the youth, and we will have a silent auction in the back of the great room 
to support the youth’s first overseas mission trip to Puerto Rico. 

The silent auction will include goods and services donated from the commu-
nity to support the mission work and also donations through church mem-
bers. 

 
If you would like to donate an item or a service, please contact 
Mary Butenschoen (butema@gmail.com). 
 

The following items have already been donated: 

• Car washes from Brambleton Imports 

• Pandora bracelet and charm: Jewell’s Fine Jewelry 
• Custom cake: Lisa Whitaker 

• Gardening and $75 in plants: Mary Butenschoen 
• Babysitting: youth 

• Yard/House work: youth 
• Rolled Wooden Bowl: Alan McCel-

lan 
• Homemade Virginia Tech Football 

quilt: Cathie Ostermann (we will 
sell raffle tickets throughout the fall 
for this item and announce the 
winner at the Fall Fest) 



Question:  Tell us more 
about the liturgical things 
we do here.  Why do minis-
ters wear vestments?  
Why do we have an altar?  

Why have a ritualized confession of sin in-
stead of just omitting it or letting people 
pray on their own? 
 
Ministers wear vestments in the traditional services to 
show that they are not there as private persons, but 
stand in the place of Another—Christ.  It is not the hu-
man being wearing the vestments who is important, but 
Christ.  The Scriptures often compare the transfor-
mation Christ brings to putting on new clothes: “Put on 
the Lord Jesus Christ, and make no provision for the 
flesh, to gratify its desires” (Rom 13.14).  “Put on the 
new nature, created after the likeness of God in true 
righteousness and holiness” (Eph 4.24).  Vestments are 
a reminder of this transformation in Christ.  They re-
mind all those at worship of the new way that began 
with faith and baptism and continues with listening to 
and meditating on the Word and receiving the real 
presence of Christ in the Eucharist.  Vestments are an 
anticipation of the new clothing, the risen body of Jesus 
Christ, that awaits us when the earthly “tent” is taken 
down (2 Cor 5.1, 4). 
 
The altar is a reminder that from time immemorial God 
has ordained that “there is no forgiveness of sins with-
out the shedding of blood” (Heb 9.23).  Our sins are 
forgiven only because of the sacrifice of Christ.  Thus 
we refer to the table where we commemorate Christ’s 
eternal sacrifice as an altar.  But we also call it a table, 
because He serves real food and real drink from it 
(John 6.55), to us as members of His family. 
 
We recite the confession of sin together, early in the 
service, because Scripture tells us that sin breaks our fel-
lowship with the Father (Is 59.2), and we cannot wor-
ship unless we confess our sins and they are forgiven.  
We recite ancient prayers of confession because “we do 
not know how to pray as we ought” (Rom 8.26), and 
need the help of the Church to teach us to pray.  The 
Church’s prayer of confession helps us recognize sins 
that in our pride and stubbornness we have ignored.  
This is how this prayer can restore our fellowship with 
God and bring us closer to Him—if we take advantage 
of it. 
 
NEXT MONTH: the liturgy of the Word 

Pastor Gerry 

A LITTLE BOY IN INDIA 
 
(This was written by Tamiko, 
an intern for CRI this past sum-
mer at its boys’ home in Ra-
jamundry, India.) 
 

I could see that 8-year-old Vi-
nuth was not happy. I asked him what was wrong, but 
he wouldn’t respond. Since Vinuth had arrived at the 
Rajah Children’s Home one week earlier, he had turned 
away from all my attempts at friendship. He followed 
his older brother, Sandeep, everywhere. When the oth-
er children played, he stood against the wall and 
watched. He didn’t speak, didn’t play, and didn’t 
smile—and now he looked just miserable. Vinuth laid 
his head in his brother’s lap and wiped tears from his 
eyes. Sandeep stroked his back—just like their mother 
used to do. 

I checked Vinuth’s forehead and it was hot. No wonder 
he was miserable! As the other children realized Vinuth 
was sick, they all scrambled to different parts of the 
home to find treasures to cheer him up. The girls ran to 
find a sheet to keep him warm and a pillow for his 
head. They came back with a wet rag to cool his face. 
The boys came to check on Vinuth whenever they had 
free time, and Sandeep stayed with him to make sure all 
of his needs were met. 

When Vinuth’s fever finally broke, I saw a changed boy. 
He began to talk, play, and participate in activities and 
chores. His added so much to the "fun" of the home 
because of his laughter and his ability to make others 
laugh. 

Vinuth’s illness provided our kids the chance to pass on 
the love they have received at RCH to a newcomer. Vi-
nuth was changed by their love, just as they had been 
changed—but I think it was I who changed the most. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
NEWSLETTER DEADLINE:  The next newsletter dead-
line is Saturday, October 15th, at 5:00 p.m.  Submit 
your articles to newsletter@stjohnlutheran.org or put 
them in the newsletter mailbox in the office.   



SCRIPTURE READINGS  
 

October 2nd 
 

Joshua 24.14-15 ............................................... Psalm 5.1-8 
Ephesians 4 ............................................ Matthew 7.24-27 

 
October 9th 

 
Genesis 2.18-25 ................................................. Psalm 128 
Ephesians 5 .....................................................John 15.8-11 

 
October 16th 

 
Isaiah 12 ............................................................. Psalm 46 
Ephesians 6 ...................................................... Luke 12.4-7 

 
October 23rd 

 
Leviticus 19.1-18 ..................................................... Psalm 1 
1 Thessalonians 2.1-8 ............................ Matthew 22.34-46 

 
October 30th 

 
Jeremiah 31.31-34 ............................................... Psalm 46 
Romans 3.19-28 ........................................... John 8.31-36 

ADULT CHRISTIAN  
EDUCATION 

 
Everyone is encouraged to at-
tend one of our Community 
Groups during Sunday 
School hour (9:45—10:45 
a.m.).  Our three pastors rotate 
through the three community 
groups, with Pastor Mark 
teaching on the Psalms; Pastor 
Elijah teaching from Philippi-
ans; and Pastor Gerry teaching 
spiritual theology.   

 
ON MONDAY EVENINGS, we have two Biblical lan-
guages classes:   

♦ Hebrew language, led by Chris Miller, beginning 
at 7:00 p.m.  

♦ Koine Greek, a continuation from last year, begin-
ning at 7:00 p.m. and led by Pastor Elijah. 

 
 
ON WEDNESDAY EVENINGS, we have our Cross-
roads program, beginning with dinner at 5:15.  Classes 
begin at 6:00 and end at 7:15 p.m.  Current classes in-
clude: 

♦ The Book of Revelation, led by Jane Martin. 

♦ Brave New Family, by G. K. Chesteron, led by 
Jim Forney.  

 
 

 
 
SUNDAY MORNING COFFEE 
HOUR—Café St. John is enjoyed by 
many people before and after Sun-
day School.  To help provide for this 
ministry, if your last name begins 
with one of the following letters, 
please bring some food to share for the Coffee Hour.  This 
can be anything from fruit, cheeses, low fat milk, to cook-
ies or other finger foods. 

October 2—Letters I, J 
October 9—Letters K, L 
October 16—Letters M, N 
October 23—Letters O, P 
October 30—Letters Q, R 

Also, if you are interested in helping out with this ministry 
beyond just bringing in food, call Debra Phillips for 
more information. 

ST. JOHN WILL PAR-
TICIPATE THIS YEAR 
IN THE ROANOKE 
VALLEY CROP HUN-
GER WALK on Sunday, 
October 9th. Individuals 
and groups are encouraged 
to sign up for this effort to 
alleviate hunger locally, nationally, and even internation-
ally. St. John has pledged a total of $500 from our Benev-
olence funds in support of the Walk. In addition, the Be-
nevolence Ministry Team will contribute a sum of $25.00 
for every member of St. John who participates in the 
walk. Finally, a bounty of $100.00 has been identified to 
be donated in the name of the Community Group that has 
the largest participation in the Walk. Bill Hunter is coor-
dinating our efforts in the CROP Walk. Bill can be reached 
in the mornings at 772-1038.  
 
 
 



IT’S NOT TOO EARLY TO BEGIN THINKING  
OF THE HOLIDAYS! 

 
PLANS FOR THANKSGIVING BASKETS ARE BEGINNING 
SOON!  At this time of the year, our congre-
gation distributes Thanksgiving baskets to 
needy families in the Roanoke Valley. The 
baskets include all of the ingredients for a 
Thanksgiving Day dinner as well as some ex-
tras such as fruit, peanut butter, and jelly. An 
entire basket may be sponsored at a cost of 
$60; half of a basket for $30.  Sign-up 
sheets will be available in the narthex and great room be-
fore and after all Sunday services on October 30th, No-
vember 6th, and 13th. You may use either the sign-up sheets or 
your bulletin insert to let us know of:  

• Your desire to sponsor all or part of a basket.  

• Your willingness to help deliver them after the 11:00 a.m. ser-
vices on Sunday afternoon, November 20th. (Maps are provid-
ed) 

The Social Outreach Ministry Team obtains names of families that 
would benefit from the baskets from Roanoke City and Roanoke 
County Social Services, DePaul Family Services, Interfaith Hospitality 
Network, and Lutheran Family Services. Please make checks payable 
to St. John Lutheran Church with a note in the memo area designat-
ing the funds as “Thanksgiving Baskets.” Simply place your check in 
the offering plate by November 20th. Contact Rena Graham if 
you have any questions. Thanks for your help! 
 

 
WOMEN’S HOLIDAY DINNER.  Great is 
Thy Faithfulness—“If you have faith like a 
grain of mustard seed…” (Matthew 17:20).  
On Friday, November 11th, beginning 
at 6:30 p.m., the women of St. John are 
having their annual Holiday Dinner at the 
Roanoke Country Club.  Gathering begins at 
6:30 p.m. and dinner will be served at 7:00 
p.m.  The cost is $20.  Guest speakers will be 

Ron and MarLane Knuppel.  See Jane Martin, Donna Pow-
ell, Merilyn Bosch, or Ann Wolfer for tickets.  Signup by No-
vember 7th.  For more information, contact Jane at  
grannyjane2004@cox.net or 540-774-0712 Ext. 257. 
 
 
CHURCH-WIDE CHRISTMAS POTLUCK 
AND CONCERT.  On Friday Evening, De-
cember 2nd, we will have our church-wide pot-
luck and concert.  Dinner at 6:00 p.m. and the 
Concert at 7:00 p.m. in the great room.  The 
Potluck Dinner will be hosted by the Red Commu-
nity Group, and this year we are excited to have 
the Liberty University Praise Gospel Choir for our 
concert at 7:00 p.m.  This event is always a won-
derful time for our church family to come together in fellowship 
and celebrate the joy of Christmas together. Please plan to come 
and bring the whole family!  Contact MarLane in the church office 
if you have any questions. 

INTERFAITH HOSPITAL-
ITY NETWORK GUESTS 
will be with us again Novem-
ber 6 – November 13th.  
Please consider how you can 
help with this ministry, 
whether being evening hosts, 
overnight hosts, set up/take 
down beds, doing laundry, 
cooking/providing dinner, or 

providing food.  Signup sheets will be posted in 
the narthex in early October.  Many people are 
needed to help with this ministry to keep it run-
ning smoothly and successfully, and to make it a 
pleasant experience for our guests. 
 
 
INTERFAITH HOSPITALITY NETWORK 
SUCCESS STORY.  One family who has been 
with us about five months has stayed focused on 
their goals despite the mom's bout with pneumo-
nia, a major setback.  Mom has been working at a 
full-time job she found after coming to IHN, and 
her employer has been supportive and under-
standing during her illness.  (Recently at work, she 
and her co-workers were cleaning up fallen boxes 
in the aftermath of the earthquake!).  Dad was 
offered two full-time jobs in the same week and 
was able to choose the one with benefits.  Their 
two sons are in quality childcare and are happy 
there. The oldest will start kindergarten next 
week, in his new neighborhood. They'll be in a 
new neighborhood because...the family has just 
gotten confirmation that they qualify for perma-
nent supportive housing, and moved to their new 
apartment September 1st!  We will continue to 
keep in touch with the family, and do what we 
can to support them as they regain their independ-
ence.  Thanks to all of you for the sometimes 
seemingly thankless work you do for our families.  
THIS is what it's all about! 

Meredith Roller 
Roanoke Valley Interfaith Hospitality Network 

 
 
THE REFUGEE RESETTLEMENT IS IN UR-
GENT NEED of kitchen tables and chairs, dishes, 
pots, pans, and 3 bicycles in operating condition.  
If you can donate any of these items please con-
tact Glen Rosendahl at 387-2187. 
 
 

 




